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THE 
Chriſtian Monitor, &-c. 


GEHAF. 1k 


An Exhortation to an Holy Life, with 
 Motives thereto. 


T's very {qd toconſider, not only how few Ns- 
rions there are in the World which profeſs 
Chriſtianiry, bur alſo of rhoſe who do profeſs 
it, how few there are comparatively that live 
according to their Profeſſion. Wherefore ir 
well beſeems all Chriſt's fairhful ſervanes, eſpecially the 
Miniſters of his Goſpel, to uſe their urmoſt endea- 
yours, by Life and _—_ publick and privare 
Exhortations, by preaching and wriring , and by all 
the ways they are "capable, ro promote true Piery 
and Holineſs amongſt all ſorts of Men, whether high 
or low, rich or poor, without which no Man can 
be happy, either in this World , or that to come. 
And though I well know that, rhanks be to God, 
we abound with multirudes of excellent Books written 
to this end ; yet are not ſuch ſhorr Inftruions as 
_ thar _ to = condemned Mod wr Oe 
they will, it's like, more genera iſper 
that amongſt the very meaneſt of - & People, and 


may more eaſily be read and remembred by ſuch as 
have neicher time to read large Books, nor Meney to 
buy them, Wirh ſuch as thee I have occaſion often 
co meet, and for their ſakes chiefly ir is that I pub- 
liſh this lictle Paper 3 being encouraged _ by 
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fome pious Perſons, both of City and Countrey, who 
amend ro give ſome of them away to poor p_-_ 
about them, and thought others, _ o the like, 
And may it pleaſe God rogive a Blefling te ſuch 
mean Undertaking as this, and ſucceed ir to the g 
oft Souls, I ſhall lictle regard the Cenſures of the cu- 
rious : Remembring the ſaying I have ſomewhere met 
with of a devour Writer ro this purpoſe, That he 
was dcfirous his Books ſhould, be ſcattered abroad 
upon Pedlers Stalls, and thence come mto the hands 
of common People, for the encreafing of Knowledge 
ard Picty, rather than be ſolemnly laid up and buried 
in the Libraries of the Learned. * 

Wherefore without any more Pref.ce, I ſhall. ad- 
dreſs my ſelf ro you for whole ſake F write theſe 
Lines, as a Pexſwaſve to an Holy and Religious Life, 
New in order thereto let mebefecht ycu to look back 
wpon your Lives paſt, and call your ſelves to ac- 
count, wherker it has been your care and ftudy to 
Ive in ſuch a godly manner as vecomes rhoſe who 
are baptized into the Name of Chriſt, and after him 
are called Chriſtians. Have you we!l confidered what 
is the meaning of this Name, and what 
you lie under to an Holy Life by raking it upon you in 
Baptiſm? And do you keep well in mind your Ba- 
priſmal Vow, wherein you renounced the Devil, 
the World and the Fleſh, and promiſed to be Chriſt's 
faichful Souldiers and Servants, and ſo to continue all 
the days of your Liſe? Have ba. ſo far underſtecd 
and conſidered theſe things, that you have made it 
your chief buſineſs to walk accordingly? Do you 
watch carefully and fight mantfully againſt your ſpi- 
ritual Enemies? Do ycu live as thoſe that believe 
the- Goſpel, ſincerely endeavouring in all things to 
kvow the Will of God and do it? Since you take 
Chriſt's Name into your mouth, are you careful to 


- depart from all iniquity? In a word, is this r 
greareſt ſtudy and defyn ro ple and goribe God, 


and to work out your own vation? It your Con- 
ſcience can truly witneſs for you, that it is mdecd to 


V 
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and that wherein at any time you fall ſhort or do amiſs 
you are heartily grieved for ir, and do daily labour 
ro amend and grow berter : If it be thus with you ; 


I ſay, then bleſs God for his grace and mercy, hold on 
proſper, and fear not but God will be with you , 


| gue own you as his Children, and for his Son Jeſus 


lake, wilt both pardon your fins and aſſiſt you by his 
Grace; he will guide you by his Counſel, and art lengrh 
receive you to Glory. 

Bur pray deal faithfully with your own Souls and 
rell me, Has it not been quire - otherwiſe with you ? 
Have you not contented your ſelves with the bare Name 
and Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and in the mean time 
led an ill courſe of Life', dire&tly contrary to your 
Profeſſion ? Have you not lived in wilful ignorance of 
your Duty, or in groſs ſins againft your Knowledge 2 
Do nor the temptations of the Devil, che allurements 
of the World and the Fleſh many times prevail more 
wich you than the Commands of Almighty God and 
the voice of your own Conſcience? Are you not 
wont to negle&t God's worſhip and ſervice , beth in 
the Church and at home? yea, do you not prophane 
his holy Name by ſwearing and curſing ? Are you nor 
ofren guilty of lying and ering, ,ot cozening and 
cheating, if wo ——__ — Do you not 
m {your anger uſe rail reviling uage? Or 
do.you not live in _ and Malice , ſeeking for re- 
venge of thoſe that have done you any injury ? Do 
you not allow. your ſelves in Drunkenneſs or Whore- 
dom, or ſome other known and wilful fm? To be 
ſhorr, Is there nor fomerhing or other in this World 
that you love more than you do God himfſelt and his 
Son Jeſus? Are” you nor much more concerned for 
your Bodies than for your . precious Souls ?- And do 
you not more earneſtly ſeek afrer Food and Raiment 
and the good things of this Life, than after char erer 
Kingdoms of Glory which God hath promiſed to his 
fairhful Servants in the World to come? 

If this indeed be your Caſe, I beſeech you make 2 
fland, and conſider. well what you have been Joing } 
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which Children learn, and it were well if whien t 
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what a ſad and d:ngerous condition you have brought 
your ſelves into, and what the as of jr will be if 
you hold on in ſuch evil courſes, Humbly beg of 
God to make you duly ſenfible of your fin and danger, * 
and to keep the ſenſe thereof fo cloſe to your minds, 
that you may be b:onghr nor only ro mourn for your | 
ſins, bur ro loath and r them, and utterly to for- 
ſake the ſame, hencefo;th reſolving by the grace of 
God wholly to give up your ſelves rg his ſervice, and 
to walk ſtedfaſtly in thoſe holy and good ways which 
he has appoinred you. This is that to which I do 
moſt earneſtly defire to perſwade you. And that I 
may domy utmoſt to prevail with you, I ſhall lay 
before you fome very weighty Arguments , whic 
I re yeu ſeriouſly ro ponder of as you read them,, 
and grant they may have due effe&t upon the 
heart of every Reader, Amen, 


( 1) That you may be prevailed with to become 
God's taithful' ſervants, confider, firſt , That this was 
the great end for which God made you, and breps you alive, 
and gives you many mercies of all ſorts, You can 
tell, I hope, that God made you, and that he made 
you to-ſerve him, by living according to his Com- 
mandments. Theſe are ſome of thoſe firſt things 


aregrown up to be Men and Women , they would, 
uſe ſeriouſly to think of them, and pra&tiſe according- 

Iy. The wiſe God has made all Creatures for ſome 
good end or other , and he has fitted them all for 
thoſe ends and purpoſes fer which he made them, 
To Man therefore has he given the uſe of Reaſon, | 
—_ to fit him for Religion , and ro render him 
capable of knowing , loving and ſerving his great 
Creator znd Benefadior: And it is Religion which | 
wakes the great difference berwixt a Man and a Beaſt : 
for brute Creatures haye no knowledge af 'God, no re- 
gardto him, but are wholly _—_ their ſenſes, and 
mind nothing elſe but what is- before them 

this World, But the pooreft Manon-Earth w 


: 
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the uſe of his Reaſon, is near akin to the very Angels 
themſelves; his nacure is like theirs, and bur a little 
below them, (that he may be much caken up in the 


ſame holy Works that they are _— in, even in 


lovi iſing, and adoring t and 
God." To buns: he may ſtudy both LS 
the Word of God, which reveal him to us and ſhould 
continually pur us in. mind of him. And allthe good 
things we enjoy ſhould ſtill make us fenſible of the 
— of God from whom they come : and fill or 

nan Yori pnty 
wit iſe. This is the moſt proper uſe 0 
cur Reaſon, and this God moſt juſtly __— from us 
Reaſonable Creatures 3 and this even t Man 
may render without any hindrance to his daily la- 
bours ; and may ſtill keep ſuch an awful ſenſe of God 
upon his mind as may reſtr.in him from wiltul ſin, and 
make him careful always to pleaſe his Maker. And 
ſo our Reaſon was given us to bridle and govern 
our Apperires, our Luſts and Paſſions ; that we ſhould 
not be led away into glutrony and drunkenneſs , into 
wantonneſs and uncleanneſs, nor into rage and fury like 
brure Beaſts that have no underſtanding : bur ſhould 
live ſoberly and chaſtly, quietly and peaceably with 
all Men, doing them all the good we can. For ſuch 
holy purpoſes as theſe chiefly was our Reaſon beſtow'd 
on us, and therefore in this manner ought it to be 
employ'd. Certainly fince God hath made us of a na- 
ture ſo much better than Birds or Beaſts, he expects 
from us other works and ſervices than he does from 
them. They know nothing of God that made them, 
nor have they any knowledge of another Lite after chis, 
but whenthey die, there's an end of them. Bur ro us 
hath God given immoyrtal Souls of more value than the 
whole Wo:ld: and for this end hath he created us, 
thar we might ſerve and honour him here in this Lite, 
and ſo may live with him, and evjoy him for ever in 
the World to come, 


Fa 


Now if this be the end of our Creation, ought we 


not to live upto ic ? Do we not fee all other things an- 


{wer 
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ſwer the end for which they were made? The Sun gives 
Light by ny, ns the Moon by _ Earth 
brings forth and Gra's, and the bear Fruit, 
.The Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep, with many other 
Creatures, afford us much ſervice and benefit, And 
ſhall Man alone be uſclefs and unfruitful, and live to 
no good purpoſe ? When they are all ſo ready to: ſerve 
ns, ſhall not we chearfully ſerve him that made us for 
his own ſervice ? Surely we cannt think that the wiſe 
God ſent us imto the World only ro eat anddrink, to 
and play, or to work hard for a p6or Livelihood. 

If this were all, we had Fetter have made brute 
Creatures, or never have been made atall. Much leſs 
can we think thatthe _—— mzde us on purpoſe 
to {in againſt him, to diſhoncar his Name , and pro- 
_voke himroanger. He did nor give us Reaſon ro make 
us crafty and cunning for the World, that we might 
know how to cozen and cheat our Neighbours. He 
did not give us Tongues ro-ſwear and curſe with, or 
to talk fooliſhly and filthily ; let us not then uſe them 
to any ſuch 11] mp Since God has given us pre- 
cicns immortal Souls, let us not live like Beaſts thr 
periſh, wallowing in the mire of baſe ſenſnal Lufts 
and Pleaſures, By this means we become worſe than 
Brutes themſelves, for we debaſe our own Natures, we 
abuſe our Reaſon to our own ſhame aud hurr, and to 
God's diſpleaſure, Thus we-croſs the end of our Crea» 
tion, and are more ſtupid and ungrateful than. the very 
Ox cr AZ: for they know their owner, and do good 
ſerviceto th.ſe that keep and feed them, Je » I. 2,3» 
O let us not give God cauſe to cpmplain of us, as he 
theredoes of the Jerws, that he nouriſhed -and brought up 
Children, and they rebelled againſt bim : Think how gric- 
vous it is to you that have Children, after all your 
care and kindneſs , afterall your-coſt and labour, to 
have them prove ſtubborn and diſobediens, looſe and 
le Prodigals. O ſeerhenthat you'te not ſuch roward 
your heavenly Father, who made you and preſerves 
you, and. every day renews his mercies upon you, He 


us alive and makes our lives comtormble, He 
: - gives 
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gives and continues to us our Reaſon and Senſes, our 
Health and Strength, Food ard Raiment, and all the 
good things we enjoy. He ſupplies our wants, and helps - 
us in all our diſtrefſes He gives us light by day, and 
reſt in the night. He enables us to follow our callings, 
and gives a bleſſing tc our labours, that we may provide 
for our ſelyes and Families, And does not this good Go 
well deſerve all the love and ſervice w hich we can poſ- 
ſibly render him ? O how can we find in our hearts 
wiltully ro offend him who thus delights in doing us 
good ! Fooliſh and unthankful Wrerches we are thus -, 
il ro requite the Lord for a'l his loving kindneſs. 
we cond nor deal ſo with any Friend or Neighbour 


| on Earth, that had been always kind and loving ro 


us, Are not Servants bound to work for them who 
maintain them and pay them Wages? And ought nor 
Children to ot ey thei Parents who begot them and 
broughrcthem up ? How much more then ought we to 
obey God our Father, who gave us life at firſt, and 
ſtill prolongs ir from one day to another, when he 
could in a moment cur us off in our fs, and thuggy us 
into Hell, But in much mercy he ſpares us, and 

us ſpace to Repent, and is very unwilling to 

us, and therefore waits long to be gracious to us, 
then let his patience and all his goodneſs ar laſt have 
this happy effe& upon us ; lerir lead us to true Re- 
penrance, and ever hereafter engage us to diligence 
nd conſtancy in his ſervice, Kom. 2. 4. 2 Pit. 3. 9. 


(2) To which purpoſe conſider again that this was 


* the end for which God ſent bis Son Jeſus into the W.rld, 


evento ſeek and ſave us loſt and miſerable ſinners, to 
bring us to Repentance and newneſs of life, that ſo we 
might be reſtored ro the love and- favour of God, 
which we had loſt by ſnning againſt h'm. Our 
firſt Parents Adam and Eve were created in a 
very holy and happy Eſtate, but they fell from ir 
by finning againſt God, and ſo came all miſery in- 
t@ the World, And then did our Heavenly Father 
rake pity on us, and ſent his own Son our of _—_ 
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ſom to be our Saviour and Redeemer, to reform us 
from our Sins, and ſo ro deliver us from miſery: Firſt 
he will make us Holy, and then we ſhall be made 
Happy. For as Man loſt his happineſs by diſobeying 
God's command, ſo he muſt, recover it by becom; 
obedient to his will in all things. To this end hath 
the Lord Jeſus fully revealed God's will to us when 
we were 1n ignorance and darkneſs. He hath given 
us holy precepts for the rule of our Life : And made 
moſt rich and precious p_—_ to perſwade us to 
. Ourduty, and denounced dreadful threatnings to af- 
fright us from Wickedneſs. 

And when we had deſerved the Wrath of God for 
our ſins, then did Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious 
Blood to make Atonement for us, and to obtain our 
pardon and forgiveneſs, He died for our offences 
and roſe again for our juſtification, Aon. 4. 25. And 
in his Goſpel he has given full afſurance of God's good 
will to mankind, that he will be merciful to us and 
pardon us, if we truly repent of our fins and forſake 

Thus hath Chriſt opened a door A rho 
us, » "Xo. encourage us tO return to God : For if there 
had been no hopes of Manes we ſhould never have- 
been. drawn to Re , bur even like the Devils 
themſelves ſhould have remained full of harred and 
malice againſt God, utterly deſpairing of relief from 
him. Bur whilſt the death of Chriſt does ſo much 
, engage and encourage us to forſabe our fins, it gives 

not the leaſt encouragement to our contingance in . 
Let us nor think that Chriſt dy:d4 for our fins that we 
might have liberty to live in them, and yerbe ſaved at 
the laſt. No, bur he came to ſave us from our ſins, not 
is them, He makes us bleſſed by turning us from our 
iniquities. He dyed to redeem us from a vein and 
evil Converſation, to purify our hearrs, and reform our 
Lives, and make us a peculiar People zealous of good 
works, Matt. 1. 21. Aft. 3.26. Tit. 2.14.1 Ptt. 1. 18. 

The death of Chriſt for us vile ſinners ſhews the 1n- 
finire love of God in finding out this way for our Sal- 


vation; Bur then ir ſhews alſo what anvil thing fin 
is, 


* 
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is, and how hateful to God , ſince he would nor par- 
don us withour- the ſuffering of his own dear Son on 


"{ our account, And therefore if the conſideration of all 


this does not bring us to hate and abhor our fins, and 
to love and ſerve our God and Saviour, we are never 
like to have any benefir by Chriſt's Death. All our 
fefſions of loving him and believing in him will 
us in no ſtead without obeying him. True ſa- 
ving Faith in Chriſt is that which works by love both 
to God and our Neighbour. Chriſt accounts none to be 
his friends but thoſe that keep his Commandments, and 
/* ro ſuch only will he grant Pardon and Salvation. Gal. 5. 
' 6, John 15. 14+ Heb. 5.9. 1 Jobs 3.8. 
* Since then the ever-b Jeſus the Son of God 
| came down from Heaven, became a Man,. and dyed 
} a moſt painful death upon the Croſs, that he might 
ſave us from fin and miſery, ſhall we not accept of him 
as our Lord and Saviour, who comes to deliver us 
from the power of the Devil and our own Luſts, to 
make us the Children of God and Heirs of Glory, 


that of the Nraclites from the Agyptians . Will 

ou not be moved by all that Chriſt has done and 
uffered for you? Shall nor his love conſtrain you to 
love him, and to hate all fin which was the cauſe of his 
ſufferings? Will you tread ufiler foor his moſt pre- 
cious Blood, even crucific him afreſh, and again 
put him ae Tone? Thus in ſome ſort do wick- 
ed Men uſe their Saviour, whilſt they go on in their 
\ms which are fo diſp to him. They that lie 
> and cozen for a lictle gain, what do they but with 7u- 
2das (ell away Chriſt for Money, They thar live in 

red and malice, and do miſchief ro cheir Neighbours, 
do in effe& run the Spear into Chriſt's fide, and drive 


aſelves to Riov.and Drunkenneſs, do even mingle 
aland Yinegar for him to rink. They do all that 
n them lies by their finfyl pleafures ro pur him again 
aro f and Pains, Bur on the other hand , it_is 
| to our Sayiour to ſee us humbled =» 
10s, 


which is a thouſand times greater deliverance than . 


ails into his hands and freer. - And they that give - 


- 
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ſms, and reſolved to forſake them. He will rcadily 


and effetfually intercede for us with our heavenly Fa- 
ther, whe-is moſt willing to receive returning Prodi- 


"gals. There is joy in Heaven when finners on Earth 


repent. Even this our return to God by true repen- 
rance is the beſt recompence we can make to our Bleſ- 
fed Saviour for all his pains and ſufferings, When 
the pleaſure of the Lord proſptrs is his hand by the con- 
verſion of ſinners, he then ſers the travel of his Soal, and 
is ſatisfied, Tſa.63. 10, 11. And ſhall we not afford 
this ſatisfa&1on ro our Redeemer, who hath undergone 
ſo much for our ſakes, and ſtill out of his tender Tove 


to our Souls follows us with ſuch earneſt invirations | 


ro come'to him for life and happineſs? Could we 
deny him this moſt reaſonable requeſt , if we ſaw him 
now in perſon before us, beſeeching us to 
turn and live? And this he now does by his Spirit and 
by his Miniſters, Butthar leads meto the nexc. 


(3) Confider therefore that this alſo was the md for 
which the Holy Ghoſt is given, and all the means of grace 
afforded, even ro ſanfifie our hearts and make us an holy 
and obedient People. God knows the weakneſs and 
corruption of our Natures, and therefore in great 
mercy he affords the aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, ro 
enlighren our -minds, and purifie our hearts , to re- 
new and change our Natures, and guide us in ways of 
holineſs here , that ſo we may be fitred for eternal 
> mu with the moſt holy God in the life to come. 

-3, 5. Ron.8..9. And for this end were the ho- 


riptures wricten by Men affiſted and inſpired by | 


Sc 
by Solpirs wrinen 65 en aid and and 2 lan- | 


rern to our path, to dire& us in the plain way toever- 
laſting. Life, 2 Tim. 3, 15, 16, 13. And the Holy 
Sacraments were appo for the encreaſe of grace 


ro all that make a right uſe of chem. And our Elef- 
ſed Saviour did at firſt ſend abroad his Apoſtles ro 
Preach the Goſpel to all the World , and hath ever 
fince continued a ſucceſſion of Miniſters in his Church, 
whoſe ſtanding office it is to adminiſter the Word and 

, Sacraments, 
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Sacraments, to watch over the Souls of che People, ro 
inſtrutand admoniſh them both in publick and private, 
and to uſe their utmoſt diligence to bring them to the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jeſus. And 
God is ever ready to accompany their endeavours with 
his bleſſing. Do you not often find his good Spirit purring 
good and moxions into your mind, inclining you 
ro that which is holy and good, checking and 
ing you when you are running into evil ? Bur on the 0- 
cher hand it's the evil Spirir, even the Devil himſelt, 
thar tempts you to fin, and would hinder you from your 
Duty. Ir's the Devil that tempts Men to pride, and ma- 
lice, and to all manner of wickedneſs. For he being 
a proud, malicious and moſt wicked Spirit, would have 
Men to be like himſelf, that ſo they may be for ever mi- 
ſerable with him, VVill you not then refiſt the Devil, 
—_—_ enemy of your Souls, and be led and guided by 
Spirir, and follow his morions and the dire&- 
ons of his word which lead to happineſs ? O do nor grieve 
this Blefſed Spirir, whoalone can giv@ us true comforr, 
do nor refiſt and quench his morions, nor provoke him 
ro depart from you, and leave you to your own lufſts, 
and to the power of Satan, who ſeeks your ruin. 
Moreover, as the Devil has his inſtruments to draw 
Men to wickedneſs, one ill Man rempting another, ſo 
Miniſters are ſent from God to draw you to righreouſ- 
neſs and holineſs. They are the Embaſladors and Meſ- 
ſengers of Chriſt, and do in his name” beſeech you to 
be reconciled toGod, who is moſt willing ro be recon- 
ciled to you, if you will bur caſt away thoſe wicked 
works which provoke him to anger, 2 Cor. g. 20. O 
how will it rejoyce the hearrs of your Miniſters that 
truly love your Souls, ro fee the fucceſs of their labours, 
ro have you come rothem enquiring what you muſt do 
to be ſaved, declaring your repentance for your former 
evil Courſes, and your reſolution henceforth ro become 
new.Crearures. Certainly we exhorrt you to nothing bur 
whar is highly renfoaadle and for your own benefir, 
whilſt we perſwade you to rerurn tothe favour of God. 


'VVhy then will you not hearken to us?If a meſſage of mer- 


cy ſhould be ſent you from the King, when you were in 
B . Sanger 
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danger of death for Rebellion, would you not moſt 
ly-and thankfully receive ir ? And Fill you not ou 
thankful and obedient tro the King of Kings, and as wiſe 
ro ſave your Souls as to preſerve your Bodies ? 

And beſides his Word and Miniſters, God alſo pleads 
with you by his providences to bring you to repentance? 
Sometimes he ſends affiitions ro corret you for your 
faults, ro ſhew you the evil of fin; and draw you home 
ro himſelf ; and at other times he ſends many mercies, 
as I have told you, to ſoften your hearts, to engage and 
allure you to his ſervice 2 And ſuch good uſe we ought 
ro make of all Gods dealings with us. 


(4-) Conſider further what engagements you ye under to 
a holy life by your own profeſſion, promiſts and vows,, You 
proteſs and call your ſelves Chriſtians, the Diſciples and 
tollowers of Chriſt : Ought you not then to follow his 
example, and obey his Commands,it you will make good 
that name ? You would think ir a great diſgrace nor to 
be raken for a Chriſtian but for a Turk or Few. Beware 
then leſt you bring this diſgrace upon your ſelves by an 
unchriſtian temper ot mind, ant ill courſe of life, If 
you are falſe or cruel, coverous or luſttul, Jike a Turk 
or Few, it matters little what you call your ſelves. 
1s nor a Chriſtian that's one outwardly, but he that has | 
the ſame Mind and Spirit that was in Chriſt Jeſus. God 
will not at the laſt day judge of Men by their names and 
ticles, bur by their s and lives, Only'it will go 
much worſe with a man that calls himſelf a Chriſtian, 
and yer lives like an Heathen or Infidel. » 

And pray confider how by your Baptiſm you are ſo- 
lemnly liſted under Chriſts banner, ro fight againſt che 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; and by the keeping 
chis Vow you ſhew your ſelves ro be Chriſtians 1 
Bur if you are led away by the temptations of Saran, . 
and do his works, and are enſnared by the vanines of the 
World, the luſts and pleaſures of the Fleſh, you do in 
effe& renounce your Baprtifm. | 

Beſides this, have you nor renewed this ſame Vow at 
he Holy Communion, there openly profeſſing your be- 
licf in Chriſt cracfitd, and promiſing — 
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If you have nor received this Holy Sacrament, though 
you haye long been at ny of diſcretion, you then ſhew 
your (elves by this negle(t to be no obedient Diſciples 
of Chriſt, ſince you do nor obey his plain command ts 
do this in remembrance of bim,Luk. 22. 19.And indeed I fear 
thar many careleſs people will nor come to the Comes 
munion, becauſe they think ic would bind them to lead 
ſuch aſtri& and holy life as they have no mind to, Bur 
do not they caſt off Jeſus Chritt from being their Ma- 
ſter, who look upon his Commands az too ſtri& and 
ſevere,and will not promiſe to obey him? Yea do they nor 
thereby even diſown their Baptiſm, by which they were 
bound to this obedience ? So that the ſame reaſoff which 
keeps them from the Communion, it's like, would keep 
them from being Baptized,if it were yet to be done. And 
what ſort of Chriſtians are they that would rejet Chri- 
ſtian Baptiſm, becauſe ir engages them roan holy Life ? 
If you are not guilty of this negle&,bur do ſomerimes 
come to the Lord's Supper, to keep up the remembrance 
of his death and ſufferings : Then pray conſider that by 
receiving this Holy Sacrament, you do ſolemnly renew 
your vows to be Chriſt's faichful Servants and Diſciplgs, 
and to walk in fincere obedience to all his Holy Laws, 
as you hope for Salvation by his death. Wherefore may 
I not well beſcech you to aſe all due care to live accor- 
ding to this your pramiſe and engagement, What as 
ſhame is it for a Man to be falſe ro his Word, much 
more to his Oath / O do not then break that Oath which 
ou have made to God himſelf by taking this holy Sa- 
ramenr. And call to mind 1t you have not ſomerimes 
dn a Sick-bed, or in ſome great danger made the ſame 
promiſe and vow : and has not God ſpared you to fee 
Sow you would perform the ſame? Take heed then of 
buſing his mercy and breaking your promiſe. 
Moreover -I might ſhew how your profeſling to be- 


—_ 


Yieve the Creed engages you to live well, according to 


Holy Faich you profeſs, which js a Dottrine according 
p Godlingſs. 
Bur laſtly, the very prayers you put up to God la 
ſame engagement on you, even to ſerve and pl 
lis God whom you Wer. To iuſtance brietly - 
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the Lord's Prayer, whilſt we call God Our Father, &c. 
ought we nor to love and honour him, to obey him and 
ſubmir ro him a$ our Heavenly Father ? Whilſt we pray | 
that” his Name may be bailowed, bis Kingdom come, and | 
bis Will done in Earth as it is in Heaquen , ought we nor 
ourſelves to honour his Name,and advance his — 
by obeying his Laws, and by doing his Will ly 
and chearfully as the Angels do in Heaven, to the: ut- 
moſt of our power ? Praywg for daily Bread teaches our 
dependance upon God, and engages us to ferve him by 
whom we are maintained, When we pray God to for- 
' give our Treſpaſſes as we ſorgive others , this ſtriftly binds 
us to forgive thoſe thar offend us, as ever we hope for 
mercy from God. And when we pray not to be led into 
temptation but delivered from evil, this ſhould reſtrain 
us from running into temptation, and make us careful 
toavoid all fin and the occaſions of it. To the fame 
purpoſe I might alſo mencion the Prayers of the Church, 
to which I hope you come frequenrly. Therein you be- 
gin wich the Confeſſion of your fins, and ought you nor 
ro forſake as well as to conteſs them ? And in the end of 
the confeſſion you pray God for Chriſt's ſabe to grant that 
you mayeltad godly, righttous and ſober lives, And almoſt 
in every prayer you will find ſomewhat to this effect, 
Now I hope you are in good earneſt in theſe. your pray 
*ers, elſe you do mock God and affronc him, inſtead 0 
worſhipping and pleaſing him. Bur if you do hearrily 
deſire theſe things which you pray for, then you wi 
do your part fer the attainment of them, and will dili 
gently endeavour to live in ſo holy and a manre 
as you pray that you may do. And it you thus add? 
diligence to your Prayers, God's Grace will never be 
wanting for your aſſiſtance, 


( 5.) Conſider alſo how juſt and equal all God's com» 
mandments are, fuch that our own Reaſon cannot bur ax 
proie of them, as being moſt agreeable to us as we are 
Reaſonable Creatures To inſtance in the chiet of them 5 
is ir not moſt juſt and fir thar we ſhould love God above 
all, who is the beſt and moſt perfet of all Beings, and. 
from whom we recciye all our good things ? Ought we; 
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not to pray to him who alone can hear and help us,and to 
ive thanks and praiſe to him who is the Father of mercies? 
ray { Is irnotmoſt reaſonable that Children ſhould obey their 
and ff Parents, and Subjets their Rulers? and that all men 
not F ſhould live in peace and love wich one another , and 
mM, # ſpeak truly, and deal honeſtly as they would be dealc 
tly & wich ?1s ic nor moſt fir and decent for a Man tor eat and 
ut- F drink moderately, fo as makes moſt for his health? To 
2 ur F be modeſt and chaſt in all his Converfation? Will noc 
by B every Mans own Reaſon acknowledge the equity and fir- 
or- i neſs of theſe and the like precepts ? And for ſome thatdo 
ids Þ ſeem more ſevere, there may be given very good reaſon 
for Þ for them alſo, So that plainly all Gods commands are 
nto F the wiſe and wholeſome counſels of a moſt render Fa- 
an ther, who forbid's his Children nothing bur whar's hurt» 
tulY ful, and requires nothing of them but what makes for 
me their own good, even to deal juitly, to love mercy, aud 
ch, to walk bumbly with th:lr God, Mic. 6. 8. Chriſi's Toke is 
e-N eaſier, and his burden light, Mart. 11. 30. God's ſervice is 
ot e& freedom, as we daily ſtile ic in our Prayers, And. 
off his Commandments arenot grievous, 1 Joh. 5. 3. Sal we 
not then be -{o duriful to our Heavenly Father, yea fo 
wiſe for our own good as to obey theſe moſt ble 
and gragious laws which he has given us? So juſt and 
equal chey are, that we cannor break them without ot- 
fering a kind of violence to our ſelves, and going con- 
trary to the reaſon of our own mind. They ave light to 
the eyes, and joy to the heart, ſwetter to 4 good Man than 
hag, and the honzy-comb, as the Pſalmift oft ſpeaks. As 
ſuitable are God's commands ro our natures, and as uſe- 
as ful and healthful ro our Souls as the moſt wholeſome 
| food ro our Bodies. And fora man to dire@ his whole 
carriage and behaviour according to the Laws of God, 1s 
as much. his wiſdom as ic- is ro go cloathed in de- 
cent Apparel, and to cat and drink whart is good for his 
nouriſhment. Burt on the other hand, for one to run 
naked about the Streets, co fill his mouth wich mice and 
difr, ro curand mangle his own Fleſh, is not a 
ſign of folly and madneſs, than for a man to live accor- 
14 ding to his own luſts, rather than afrer the laws of God, 
g which are fo agreeable to our Reaſon, and do fo plainly: 
- wr B 3 conduce , 
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conduce to our own trueſt intereſt and advantage,both in 
this Life,and thar to come; as will appear by what follows. 


(6.) Confider therefore in the next place, that it is a 
moſt certain eruth, That the leading of an holy and good 
Life, is in all reſpefts very 8 atly for a Man's own 
and comſort, ruen in this preſent World. God!ineſs 1s profit a- 
ble for all things.It makes for the quier of our Minds,the 
healch of our Bodies, the encreaſe of our Eſtates,and 
procures us much credit and efteem,much love and good 
will among our Neighbours. Yea, it commonly brings 
along with ir all manner of Bleſſings, and makes the en- 
joyment of them more ſweer and pleaſant, and keeps off 
4 great deal of rrouble which wicked men bring upon 
themſelves, and affords much ſupport and caſe under 
thoſe aff.i ions which the Providence of God may lay 
upon us, Inſomuch that no Man of whar rank and con- 
dicion ſocver, can lead a truly comfortable Life, _ 
he lead an Holy and good Life, All rhis is frequently 
raughr in Scripture, and may eafily be manifeſted b 
clear Reaſon : Or if that be nor ſufficient, ir is alſo moſt 
plainly ro be diſcerned bydai ly expertence, that they 
who truly fear God, have much more peace and comfort 
in this World, than wicked and looſe livers, thar make 
no Conſcience of their Ways. 

If I ſhould make the compariſon only berwixt a ſober 
Man and a Drunkard, which do you think has the betrer 
of ic in this Life ? How ofren do the great drinkers nor 
only waſte their Eſtates, bur deſtroy their Healch, weak- 
entheir Brains, and ſhorten their Lives ? How often do 
they fall into quarrels. ger wounds and bruiſes,and ſome- 
rimes dearh ir (elf, eicher by fighting, or by one fad ac- 
cident or other. Sometimes the very Children in the 
Ntreers run afrer them, ſhouting and making ſporr with 
them. And if you follow them to thier own Hu mes, what 
diſturbance and miſchief do they make there ? what 
ſwearing and curſing, what brawling and ſcolding, what 
quarrelling and fighting is there ? What outcries and la- 
eentations do-Wife and Children make ? who now per- 
haps are glad ro ger away for fear of their Ives, as be- 
fore they (ar ſtarving for want of that Money ——_ 
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ill Husbands waſte in the Ale-houſe. (A ſand ſhame it 
is co choſe that entertain them.) And after they have lived 
a while at this wild and wicked rate, the next news com- 
monly is, thar eicher for Debr or for Diſorder they are 
laid up in Priſon, and ſometimes by thoſe very People in 
whoſe Houſes they. drunk away all they gor. And now 
are they forcedto live upon Bread and Waer, and linger 
our a miſerable hungry Life, in a cold ſtinking Dungeon, 
till echer the Charity of Friends, or Death ic ſelf releaſe 
them thence. (And by the way, is this ſuch a pleaſane 
Life that it's worth being damn'd for co Hell-rorments 
ro all ererniry ? of which afterward, 

Thus alſo I might tell of the ſad effets of Whoredom, 
which is commonly followed with poverty and diſgrace, 
and many times with a filchy loarhſom diſcaſe, which make 
Men rot above ground. And thus, angry,proud,malicious, 


«revengeful People are a continual rorment to themſelves 


and to all about them, and ſeldom have any peace or 
quier eicher with their Neighbours or in their own Fa- 
milies. The like may be ſhewn of all other Vices which 
are ſtill wont to bring their own puniſhment along with 
them ; to ſay nothing of whar is or oughr to be inflifted- 
4 the Magiſtrate, Eſpecially ſuch wicked People as 

hicves and Murderers, Traitors and Rebels, do ſeldom 
eſcape the hands of publick Juſtice. But who will hurt men 
if they be followers of that which i good ? Or what hurt does 
a man bring upon himſelf by living ſoberly and chaſtely, 
by fearing God and honouring the King ? what miſchief 
does a man ger by minding his own butineſs, and living 
quietly and peaceably among his Neighbours ? Nay, 
how happily may we ſee even ſome of the meaneſt ſort 
of People live, that are diligent in their Callings, and (o- 
ber and temperate, and careful to pleaſe God, and keep 
a good Conſcience in all their ways. Very ſeldom it s 
thar they are pinched with much wanc, or it they ſhould: 
fall into a low Condition, yert all good People that know 
them, are ready to pity => relieve them ; and will ofren 
truſt them, with Money or Goods till they are able to pay. 
And every body is willing ro employ an honeſt in- 
duſtrious Man, fo thar he ſhall ſeldom want VVork or 
Trading, Bur idle, riotous People that follow whoring. 
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and drinking,. gaming and cheating; and ſtealing, thar 
negle&t Gods ſervice, or aoafine Ba Lords day, being 
otren in the Ale houſe when they ſhould be ar Church ; 
theſe are the People, if you obſerve ir, that do common- 
ly fall intorhe baſeſt beggery and miſery 3 and Men do 
bur lirtle piry them, becauſe they brought irall onthem- 
ſelves. O how happy might all ſorrs of People be, in a 
very great meaſure even at preſent, if they would bur 
become truly Religious and good. Ir 15 their own fin 
and folly, rheir luſts and patſions that occaſion moſt of 
thoſe rroubles and miſeries which they meet with 3 
though I know they uſe to cry out of their hard forrune, 
and to lay the blame upon orhers, and ſometimes to mur- 
mure againſt God himſelf, But they confider not how 
they provoke God to anger daily by their hainous fins, 
and therefore may juſtly feel his heavy EImEng Gay 
the ſame, beſide al che miſchief which naturally follows 
upon wickedneſs, And this makes their condition to be 
fad indeed, thar they are always liable to the wrath of 
God, and may juſtly expe his vengeance to fall upon 
chem, and to ſtrip them of all their Comforts, and throw 
them into the ſoreſt Calamities, 

Bur on the contrary, herein above all lies the good 
Mans ſecurity and comfort, that he enjoys the bleſſing and 
favour of Almighty God, and therefore is ſure ro want 
nothing thar's truly good for him. $0 1t's promiſed, 
Pſal. 84. 11, 12, Matth, 6. 33. They that fit ſeek the 
bingdom of God, and the righttouſneſs of it, (hall have all 
that is needful added to them. So that a poor Man can take 
no ſurer courſe to provide for himſelt and Family, than 
to become truly religious ; though he may not have grear 
things in the world, yer he ſhall have Food convenient. 
And then, which is betrer than all, he ſhall have Gods 
bleifing with what he enjoys; and this will afford him 
more true content and comfort in thar little he has, than 
a wicked Man can find in all his great Treaſures. Godl!i- 
neſs wich contentment is the greateſt gain. Pſal. 37. 15. 
1 Tim. 6.6, A poor Man that has only Zagbs wiſh, 
Food toear, and Raimenr to gu on ; if alſo he has Ja- 
cobs Piery, and takes the Lord for his God, and lives in 
his fear and ſervice, and enjoys the ſenſe of his - favour, 
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how bleſſed is the ſtare of this Man ? How chearfully 


4 may ke live atall rimes, notwithſtanding his Poverty ? 
{ Whar though his Dwelling be mean, his Fare ſomewhar 


1 


hard and courſe, and his Cloarhing very plain ; yer 
whilſt he loves God fincerely, and worſhips him duly 
and devoutly, he may even turn his poor Corrage mro 
a Pallace, yea, a Temple; and the blefſed Godwwill vific 
him with his preſence, will accept of his ſervices, and 
refreſh him wich the light of his countenance. And upon 
this knowledge and enjoyment of God it is, rhar the 
true comfort of a Mans lite depends, whatever his out- 
ward condirion be, Ir is this alone which gives inward 
peace and fgrisfaQtion ro his mind, and ſweerens all hig 
mercies, and above all things, bears up his heart under 
thoſe affli&ions he meets with. For the beſt of Men 
muſt expe their ſhare of outward troubles in this 
world, ſuch as ſickneſs and pain, loſs of Friends and 
Eſtace, with the like, theſe are calamicies common toall. 
Bur here the good Man has clearly the ad , fince; 
he looks upon all thar befalls him as coming from the 
hands of a moſt wiſe and gracious God,who knows whar 
1s beſt for him, and ro whoſe will tie freely refigns him- 
ſelf, and all his affairs, ſaying with his blefſed Maſter, 
Not my will, O God, but thine be done, Yea, he receives 
afftictions as ſent in kindneſs, to corre him for his 
faults, to exerciſe and encreaſe his Graces, and foto pre- 
are him for Glory. And here's the great benefit of Re- 
gion, that ic reacherh a Man whicher to go for Relief 
and Comfort in all his ſtraics and difficulties, even to: 
this great and good God, who is moſt able and ready to 
help his People in all times of rfouble. This we ſtill read 
1a Scripture was the courſe of holy Men,and they found ir 
was nor in vain. And to this day will all Gods fairhful 
ſervants find the effeds of thus devourly applying 
themſelves to by Prayer, For bis eyes art eur upon 
the Righteous, and bis tar open to their cry. He takes 
piry on them, comforts and fu chem. He'l lay no 
more upon them than he enables chem ro bear; and 1n 
his good rime he ſupplies their wants, and detivers them 
from their afflitions,yea,he turns them into bleſſings,and 
makes all work together for their good, as he has promiſed 
. ro 
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co them thar love him, Rom. 9. 28. O gt 6, 
K it co be acquainted with God, to have a due ſenſe of his 
providence, ſoas to live on it and improve ir, Job 22. 21. 
But how fad 1s the condition of a wicked Man, who 
hasno ſuch knowledge of God, no love to him, norany 
expettarions of help and relief from him. Even in his 
—_ periry he'sa very miſerable Man, whilſt he 
wes without God in the World ; bur he feels himſelf ro 
be {o indeed, when he falls into any great calamiry, and 
knows not which way to turn himſelf for help and com- 
forr. For as wickednef ſtill brings Men into miſery (as 
I have before ſhewn) ſo there it leaves them in the moſt 
pretched forlorn condition. And the ill temper of their 
minds, adds weight and load to their calamiries, and 
grievouſly encreaſes the ſmarr of chem. The ſenſe of 
theiown guilt ſomerimes rorments their Conſciences 3 
and fills chem with fear and horrour : Sometimes they 
rageand frer againſt thoſe that help'd on their ſufferings, 
and ſometimes they even blaſpheme God himſelf, and 
murmur againſt his Providence, Whilſt the good Man 


with 7ob blefſes God in all his afflictions, theſe are ready 
to follow the counſel bf his Wife, even to curſe God and 
dye. For being full of anguiſh and __ they are at 


their wits end, and weary of their very lives, as we read 
of-' Cain and Fudas, and ſuch like, both in Scripture and 
other Hiſtory. For my part I do verily think, that nexr 
to the Devils and thoſe in Heil, there are no Creatures in 
the World more miſerable than wicked ungodly people ; 
and whilſt we ſee what. the common fruir of f1n is here 
on Earrh,' we may cafily be convinced thart ir leads ro 
Hell and Damnation hereafrer. And all this do men F 
madly and wilfully run into by their own evil doings ; 
evenas a Man that thruſts his hands into the fire, is like 
to feel pain and ſmart, By forſaking of God, they forſabe 
their own mercies, and by ſmning againſt him, they wrong 
their own Souls, yea, their Bodies too, and all their Con- 
cerns. Thus you ſee thar an holy Life js moſt profcable 
for us even in this preſent World, prevencing much evil - 
and bringing all manner of good along with it. Orif a ; 
Man ſhould tall into fuch hard rimes, as to ſuffer meerly 
for Religion and a good Conſcignce, he ſhall __— 
y 
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cſs monly find ſuch wonderful comfort and farisfaftion of 
his Þ mind, thathe will even triumph and rejoyce in the midſt 
21 } of his ſufferings, as we know the Apoſtles and primitive 
ho F Chriſtians did, and thar eſpecially in hope of the glori- 
nw ous Rewards laid up for good Men in the Heavens. Bur 


that brings me co the laſt Confideracion I ſhall mention, 


he 

A (Laſtly) Namely, That an Holy Life through the rich 
_ mercy of God, will reader us perſettly and eternally bleſſed in 
M- the World to come, whereas a wicked courſe of Life, leads to 


45 zternal miſery and torment, According as we live in this 
ſt World, ſo muſt we fare in the next : for this Life is a 
Ir ſtate of Teyal in order to Erernity. Even at Death a good 
ad Man has ground of much comfort, having: the reſtimo- 
of ny of a good Conſcience, and the ſenſe of God's love, ſo 


that wich Saint Stepher, he may commir his Soul mro 

the hands of the Lord Jeſus, who is ready to receive 

him. Burt how ſad is it with a wicked Man, when beſide 
- all the pains of his Body, his Mind is rormented with 
the remembrance of his fins, and with the fears of God's 
wrath, Bur the great difference will be made art the day 
of Judgment, when ' the ſheep hal be ſet at Chriſt's right 
band, and the goats on the left, as you have it deſcribed 
Matth. 25. 1, &c. To thoſe on theright hand, that is 
the pious and good, will be pronounced that joyful Sen- 
rence, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inberit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the World, And then 
ſhall they enter into that moſt glorious Kingdom, where 
neither fin nor ſorrow ſhall ever diſturb them more z 
where they ſhall never feel nor fear any manner of evil 
or pain, eicher of Soul or Body : but ſhall be admired 
into the immediate preſence of God, where there is all 
fulneſs of joy for evermore. They ſhall have ſuch a clear 
knowledge of the ever-hlefſed God, and ſuch a livel 
ſenile of his infinite Perfe&ions as will fill them with Ad- 
miratton, Love and Praiſe : and they ſhall feel the lave of 
God and their Saviour ſo fully ſhed abroad upon. them as 
ſhall raiſe their Hearts ro the very utmoſt —_—_— jo 
and thankfulneſs,and their mouths ſhall be filled with Hal. . 
lelujahs and of Praiſe, and in this moſt delightful 
4 Employment ſhall they joyn wich all the blefſed compa- 
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ener, That's the perfettion of 
tharthe joys of Heaven ſhall never have an end.Ir is 
boch a moſt excerding and eternal weight of Glory that's 
promiſed, 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18. For ever (hall wt remain with 
the Lord, 1 The. 4. 17, The eternal God will be the 
_ of his people ; and their joy in him ſhall never 
leflened or abated through all eternity. They ſhall be 
_ bl and praiſing him, always facisfied and 
ra with beholdin of his Gloriesand the enjoy- 
ment of his love ; always delighted with the moſt plea- 
ſanr and - —_— ſociery of Angels and Saints:And never 
more ſhall dear friends and companions be ſeparated from 
each other, when once they are mer in Heaven, Death 
has now no' power over them. They are become in 
ſome meaſure even like to Chriſt himſelf, and there ſhall 
fee him as he is in all his glory, Phil. 3. 21. 1 Job. 3. 2. 
Bur whar it is thus ro be made like ro Chriſt,coſee God 
and Enjoy him weare nor able fully ro expreſs or conceive 
whilſt we are here in the body ; ro compare the glories of 
Heaven to all the riches and honour of Courts and Pallaces 
here below, were greatly ro lefſen and diſparage them. 
So great are thoſe heavenly glories and joys, that_they 
can never be clearly known till they are enjoy'd: as 
a blind man can never tell whar light is, ill his Eyes 
are open to diſcern ir. It's enough tor us that we have 
full afſurance from the promiſes of the Goſpel, thar ſuch 
a ſtate of unſpeakable happineſs there is provided for 
good Men in the life ro come. And as- the Lord Jeſus 
1s pone before to prepare it for them, ſo now by his ho- 
ly Spiric he prepares them for that blefſed place,by work- 
ing inthem that grace which fits them for glory,and is the 
very firſt-fruirs and beginnings of ir in their Souls. True 
holineſs is the moſt certain pledge of erernal happineſs, 
and makes us meer for ir, Epb. 1. 13, 14. Col. 1.12- 
Since then ſuch a glory there is, (0 infinitely grear, 
ſo ſure and cerrain,ſhall we nor all be perſwaded to ſeek 
after it by walking in thoſe holy ways that lead there- 
ro ? Surely we ſhall, if we have any belief of God's 
Word, any regard ro our own intereſt.Muſt our Souls live 
for ever in anocher Werld, and ſhall we nor uſe our ut- 
moſt care and diligence ro make chem happy for ever 
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there? Are they not our own Souls? And do they not 
then deſerve our love and care ? If we be wiſe and good, 
is it not for-our ſelves, for our own happineſs ? And 
is there any other way to make dur ſelves happy bur by 

ining the love of God and eternal life? Do we not (ee - 
Tell arkely comers are ſhort and uncertain ? They 
wither in our hands, and periſh in the uſing, Our 
Neighbours and acquaintance are daily dying round a- 
bout us; many of our deareſt Friends and Relations are 
already gone before us, and we our ſelves are ſwiftly fol- 
lowing afrer. We are juſt upen the borders of Erernity, 
liable ro a thouſand diſeaſes and miſchances that may 
ſoon ſtop our breath, and then we are gone. Since then 
we cannot make ſure of this life, northe enjoyments of 
it : O lerus ſee to make ſure of erernal glory ; which we 
may do, by God's affiſtance, even the pooreſt Man on 
Earth, if he will become fincerely pious and good, For 
God is no reſpeRter of perſons. Chriſt died for poor 
Men as well as rich ; and they that have no inhericance 
on Earth may be Heirs of the Heavenly Kingdom,if they 
be rich in faith and love ro God, Fam. 2. 5, And me- 
thinks chey that have ſo much trouble and ſorrow in this 
life, ſhould be moved to ſeek after riches and glory in 
the life to come. There the pooreſt Laxgrus ſhall Have 
a thouſand times more pleaſure and joy, than any of the 
roud Dives's or rich Glutrons and Eptcures have now 
im their delicious fare and gorgeous Apparel.” Nay, the 
very hopes of this glory may fill the good Mans mind 
whdh ſo much joy, thar he will even forget his poverty, 
and nor count his affliftions worthy to be compared wirh 
the Pp he hopes for, nor would he change Eſtares 
with the j_ Prince upon Earth, who is a ſtranger 
ro theſe ho Thus it was with the Holy Apoſites 
and their followers, 2 Cor. 6. 10. 1 Pt. 1.5, 7, 8. 
Thus have I briefly rold you ſomewhat of the hap- 
pineſs of the godly in the world ro come : But on the 0+ 
ther hand conſider what will be the portion of the wick- 
ed,who deſpiſe rhe mercies of God, and the offers and 
iſes of rhe Goſpel, theſe will ar laſt fall under his 
eavy Wrath and Vengeance, and there muſt remain for 
ever in the moſt intolerable rorments of Soul and BodY, 
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ſerout by the- moſt dreadful things, ſuch as Fire and 
Brimſtone, and a never dying Worm that 
gnaws and ſtings their hearts. They are caſt into» out- 
er darkneſs, where there is weeping and wailing , and 
gnaſhing of teerh, nor the leaſt glimmering of hope or 
comfort to all Eternity, Matt. 25. 30,41,45. Mark g. 43- 
to the end, 2 Theſs.1.7,8,9. Theſe are the Goats that be» 
ing ſet on the left hand muſt hear that doleful ſentence, 


Depart from me- ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared for 
the Devil and his Anech, An heavy doom, and yet moſt 


juſt.For they departed from God and negletted his ſervice * 


here on Earth, and therefore now muſt they depart from 
his preſence, in which their corrupt minds can take no 
delight. They Joomer's the Tavern and the Ale-houſe 
+ the houſe of God ; and rook mow pleaſure .- 
Feaſting and Drinking,in Roaring and Revelling among 

their wicked Companions, than in worſhipping of God 
in the Communion of Saints; they loved not prayers 
and praiſes in the Aſſemblies of his People, nor had any 
wk to come to the Lord's Table, though often invi- 
red thereto ; and therefore muſt they now be ſhut our 
from ſuch holy company, and from ſuch high and hea» 
venly employments, for which they are alrogerher un- 
fit, They were many of them greatly given to Curſing, 
and now its come upon them : Thar Curſe of God 
which they in their rage ofren wiſhed to their Neighbour, 
is now fallen"upon themſelves. Nay, did not many of 
theſe prophane wretches even call tor this curſe upon 
their own heads, in that helliſh Language of God damn me ? 
And what wonder if their Petition be now granted, and 
they ſentenced to that damnation which they thus called 
for ? By the Devil they were led and guided, and by 
his wicked inſtrumenrs and their own brutiſh luſts; 
and therefore now they muſt have the Devil and bis An- 
gels, and damned finners . like themſelves to be their 
companions in torment, who are ſo far from pirying or 
comforting each other, char rather they curſe one ano- 
ther now in their miſery, who before tempted one ano- 
ther to ſin. O ſad meeting of the Drunkards, the 
Whoremongers and the Harlots there together in thoſe 


ſcorching flames, Where in. yain chey cry out we 
rop 
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drop of 'witer to cool their T Ic muſt not be 


_—__ ings are ſt and z and 
— ; ſerves 


bur ro encreaſe their rorment. And now alſo they may 
remember how God did again and again call upon them, 
and they would not hear ; neither therefore will he now 
hear their cries, when painand anguiſh is come upon 
them, Prov. 1. 24. tothe end. And though they ma 
out againſt their companions and accuſe the Devil, 
and intheir rage blaſpheme God himſelf, yer will their 
conſciences fly with greateſt fury upon themſelves, who 
in ſpite of all the warnings thar were given them, did 
by their own wilful and 1mpenicent continuance in fin, 
plunge themſelves into this miſery, from whence they 
muſt never be releaſed. O dreadful word, Everlaſting fire ! 
Eternal toyment | How does the thought of chis fink and 
break their hearrs,and fill them with deepeſt horrour and 
deſpair ! Who can dwell with everlafling burnings ? Who 
can? And yetthe damhed ſinner mu/t, though in the moſt 
raging and imparient manner. After they have lain 
| choutands and millions of years 1n thar place of rorment, 
yet is there not a moment leſs ro come, there 152 whole 
eterniry ſtill beiiind, The worm never dies : The flame 
is never quenched, Nor 15 God to be accuſed of ſeyeri- 
ty 18 all this, ſince it was the finners own doing, the 
ruit of their own choice : For they knew thar fin would 
{mk chem into Hell, and yer they would venture upon ir. 
And indeed ir-finks chem thither as naturally as a ſtone 
falls ro the ground. Even here on earth the proud and 
covetous, the malicious and revengetul, the profane and 
ſenſual do kindle ſomewhat of Hell in their own Souls ; 
and whilſt they carry along with them the fame wicked 
temper of mind, ir muſt ſtill needs wake them moſt 
wretched and miſerable in another World, as long as 
ever their Souls live, and theſe vices ſtick ro chem, char 
6 toall eterniry, Let not him that carries fire in his 
boſom accuſe Gods providence for making the fire hor, 
wherhe feels ic burn him, bur let him blame his own 
blly and wilfulneſs : And fo muſt ſelf-condemned fin- 
{ners be forced to do, 


And 


— 


rious holine(s, that (6 
threarned to the wicked, may 

which is promiſed to the pious 

thouſand pound a year e the labour of one day ? 
And will not all the joyes of Heaven thar ſhall laſt 
ever and eyer, abundantly reward our diligence in Goc 
ſervice for this ſhort life time ? And are not the erernal 
rorments of Hell enough to reſtrain Men from a looſe 
and finful Life, though it were never ſo profitable c 
pleaſant herefor a lictle while? But you have ara d 
it fully proved thar even ar preſent an holy Life is in al 
reſpedts moſt for our benefit and comfort. So that wich- 
our doubt a good Man finds more ſweerneſs aud farisfatti- 
or in the way to Heaven, than ſinners do in the way to 
Hell. -Our gracious God appoint? us an cafie and ho- 
nourable ſervice, and gives glorious rewards. ; Bur 
Devil 1s a moſt cruel Maſter, and fers his ſlaves to the 
vileſt drudgery, and afterward payes them very fad 
wages, Rom. 6. 21, 22, 23, Whether then will you be 
Chriſts freemen or the Devils bondflaves ? whether will 
you walk in the good ways of God, that bring peace and 
comfort here on Earch, and eternal glory in Heaven; of 
in the crooked pachs-of fin, which now bring ſorroy 
and ſhame and pain, and hereafter will plunge you int 
eternal miſery and torment in Hell ? Thus-are life ar 
death, happineſs and mifery ſer before you ; whar choic 
then will you make ? One would think there was nd 
great difficulry in the caſe ro a Man that has the uſe of hi 
reaſon, if he will-at all make uſe of ir in rhe affairs c 
his Soul. A little thinking ſerves turn ro convince Met 
thar there is no reaſon why they ſhould chuſe pove 
and reproach, pain and impriſonment ( if they ca 
honeſtly avoid them ) rather than Riches and Honour, 
Eaſe and Li , r I am ure there 1s a thouſand 
times leſs reaſon tor a Man to dif: God and damn h 
Soul {or ever, rarher than to pleaſe and ſerve him, an 
ſo make ſure of eternal falyarion, V Vherefore let mea | 
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4 -beſcech- you to rake the matrer into-confideration, and 
fff © think (criouſly whar is moſt reaſonable and moſt for your 


-, 


| 
nd © own intereſt, and then ehuſe accordingly. And I pray 
ſe: God dire& your hearts ro make fo wile a choice, thas- 
ery you may never have cauſe to repent of it, cither in this. 
ory World or that to come, Amen. 


CHAP. IL 


A brief deſcription of an holy life , with 
ome ſhort Dire@ions in order. thereto. 
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F you now demand of me wherein conſiſts this HolineſF 
to of life, to which I have been thus long and earneſt» 
ho.# ly <xhorting ypu, that I hope you may in ſome meaſure: 

underſtand by refleting on what I faid at me og 
the) ning, and by atrending ro what I have intimated all a- 
fad} long my Diſcourſe. Yet for your affiſtance, I ſhall ſome- 
bel what more plainly repreſent ic co. you, though bur ve= 
vill xy briefly ; as no other can be expetted in this lictle: 


Paper, 

In the general then (as I have before expreſt «) I 
am only perſwading you to live as becames true Chris 
ſtians, according to your Baptiſmal Vow, in the keep. 
mg of which conſiſts your Chriſtianity. Now by your- 
Baptiſm you are engaged to believe in and obey God: 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. You muſt 
ſincerely and heartily own God the Father as your maker- 
and Preſerver, the Son of God as your Redeemer, and 
the Holy Ghoſt as your Sandtifier, Guide and Comfor- 
, ter. And accordingly muſt you behave your ſelf boy 

in hearr and life : And therefore you ſl renounce the: 

Devil, the World and the Fleſh which would draw: you; + 

off from God, and muſt ſtedfaſtly believe rhe Articles; 
of your Chriſtian Faich, and carefully keep God's holy» 
Will and Commandments all the days of your life, Yoar- 
&th is required in order  chedbenee For if you 9» 
” | nog 
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not believe Chriſt's Goſpel, you are not like to obey ir 
In thefe two things then conſiſts che Religion of a Chri- 
ſian, ro which he is engaged by his Baptiſm, viz. in Be- 

ing what Jeſus Chriſt hath revealed, and in .doing 
whar he hath commanded. In ſhort, heis a Chrt- 
ſtian who does firmly believe his Creed, carefully 
þcep the Commandments, 


The Dofrines which we are to believe, are indeed 
more largely and fully delivered in the Holy Scriptures, 
which were wricten by men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and accordingly ought to be received as the Word of 
God, and to be diltgently read and ſtedfaſtly believed. 
Bur, the chict Arricles of the Chriſtian Faith are briefly 
ſum'd up in that which we call the Apoſtles Creed, I 
believe in God the Fathey , &c, This I hope you are 
well acquainted with,ic being fo ſhort and plain,and day- 
ly-repeared in the Church-Service ; and therefore ſhall 
not ſer it down at large, And this alſo I hope you do be- 
tieve 0 be moſt true, You would rake it ill, if I 
fhould queſtion your belief of the Creed, without which 
you are not to be reckoned as Chriſtians. But let me 
adviſe you to conſider ſerioufly- and frequently of 
theſe grear truths contained in the Creed, that you ma 
more clearly underſtand them,and be more affeted wit 
them. And pray ſee that your belief of them be very 
firm and deep-rooted in your Soul, thar ſo'the fruit of 
your Faith may 'appear in the holineſs of your Life. 
Withour this, the bare knowing of the Creed, and re- 
peating ir never fo often will ſtand us in no ſtead, For, 
asI told you, obedience is the end of Faith. And all 
the Articles of our Belict do moſt plainly rend ro make 
us holy and good, it we will bur carefully attend ro them, 
and confider well of them, To ſhew itin tew words, 


'Ff we bilieve that God the Father Almighty made us, and . 


"all the World, then are we bound to love and honour 

Him, to worſhip and obey him, as our maker, and pre- 

ſerver, who is Almighty in Power, infinice in Wiſdom , 

Goodneſs and all manner of Perfe&tions, If we believe 

vhar Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, and the Redtemer of 

mankind, who ditd fof us and roſe again, aud aſcendia to 
ut 
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Heauin, and will thexce come to judge the quick andthe atad, 
and will grant to all penirent and obedient Believers, the 
fargivengs of their ſins, and ever{aſling life, bur will ſen- 
tence the wicked ro everlaſting miſery; Our belief of this 
muſt lead us to true Repentance and amendment of Life, 
and to an humble dependance on the mercies of 'God, 
and the merits of Griſt, for Pardon and Salyation. 
And it we believe, that it is the office of the Holy Ghoſt 
to ſanfTifit us, and al! the elef} Prople of God 3 then oughr 
we to pray ro God for his holy Spirit, and we muſt com- 
ply wich his good motions, and ſubmit ro his working 
upon our ſouls, that he may ſanCtifie us and make us 
holy, that ſo we may be living Members of Chriſts 
Holy Catbelick Church. And in this Church are we bound. 
ro continue, that ſo in the Communion of Saints, we may 
enjoy the benefit of th& Word, Sacraments, and Prayer, 
by which means che Holy Ghoſt works Grace in us, and 
encreaſesthe ſame, till ir be perfeRed in ercrnal Glory, 
to which good Men ſhall be advanced both in Soul and. 
Body at the ReſurreCtion, as their Souls made entrance 
upon ir preſently after cheir dearh. 

Thus you ſee how a right Belief leads a Man to holi- 
neſs of Life, And therefore in holy Scripture do we 
find ſo much mention made of Faith, or of believing in 
God and in Chriſt, This in many places is highly cx- 
colled, and moſt ſtriftly required of us, as the very ſum 
of our Duty ; inſomuch that we are ofcen ſaid ro be ju- 
ſified or pardoned on account of our Faith, and ro be 
faved by Faith, and all this chiefly, as I ſuppoſe, be- 
cauſe true Faith produces Obedience z and makes a Man 
become an humble and finccre Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſo makes us fit for the mercies of Godin and through 
our Blefied Saviour. Bur when Faich does not bring 
forth che fruit ot Holineſs, and good Works, its of no 
value with God, nor will ſtand us in any ſtead, as you 
may ſee ar large in the ſecond Chapter oft Sr. James, to 
name no other places, Wherefore you know we are 
engag'd by our Baptiſm, not only to believe all the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith, bur alſo ro keep Gods Com- 
mandments, which Iam to ſpeak of next. 


C 2. Now: 
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Nowtheſe Commandments are alfo plainly contained in 
the Holy Scriptures ; and therefore there is ſtill more rea- 
ſon why you fhould diligently read and ſtudy the ſame, 
that you may know the will of God and do it. And all 
that is to be done by us, I reckon is contained in the Ten 
Commandments, as they are explained to us, and urged 
upon us, borh by the Prophets in the Old Teſtament, 
and by our Saviour and his Apoſtles in the New : Eſpe- 
cially 1n our Saviours Sermon in the Mount, inthe fitth, 
fixth, and ſeventh Chapters of Sr, Matthew. And there- 
fore often read over theſe three Chapters. There you 
will find whar manner of perſons the Diſciples of Jeſus 
ought ro be, even like thejr Maſter, of an humble, lowly 
Spirit, meek and gentle, pure and peaceable, merciful 
and patient, and the like. Such,as theſe he pronounces 
blefled in the beginning of that Heavenly Sermon, and 
theſe. alone are they whom he will make moſt blefſed 
with himſelf for ever. Bur if you would have the fum 
of your Duty to God and to your Neighbour,as required 
by the Ten Commandments, briefly repreſented, take ir 
in the very words of our Church Catechiſm, 

My duty towards God is to believe in him x to fear him 3 
to love bim with all my Heart, with all my mind, with all my 
Soul, and with all my ſirength; to worſhip bim 3; to give bim 
tbanks ;, to put my wholt truſt in him ; to call upon bim 5 to 
benour bis holy Name aud bis Watd ;, and to ſerve him truly all 
the days of my life, .. : 

My duty towards my Neighbour, is to lut bim as my ſet, 
end to do to all Min as I would they (hoald do to mt. To 
love, bonour, and [utcour my Father and Mother. To bonour 
and obty th? King, and all that are put in Authority under 
bim. To ſubmit my ſelf to all my Governowrs, Teachers, Spi- 
ritual Pafions and Maſiers. To order my (elf lowly and re- 
wtrently to all my betters. To buvt no body by word or ded, 
To be true and juit in all my dealings. To btar no malice nor 
hatred in my heart. To kity my bands from picking and ſital- 
ing ; my tongue from evil-ſpeabing, lying and ſlandering. To 
beep my body in temperance, ſoberneſs and cha\tity. Noj to covet 
and deſire other mens goods, but tolearn and labow truly to get 
my own living, and to do my duty in that (tate of life into 


bich it (hali pl:aſe God to call me. l . 
which it ſhali pltaſt | vo 
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Here you have your Duty in a little room, which you 
may W keep in memory ; bur eſpecially beg of God 
to write his Laws in your heart, that you may freely 
and chearfully obey them in your Life and Canverſariou, 
And for your further aſſiſtance, I ſhall a liccle enlarge 
upon the chief of theſe Duries,cſpecially the love of God 
and your Neighbour, and fo conclude wich ſome ſhort 
and general Dire@tions for the guiding of your ſteps 
more readily and conſtantly in the ways of Holineſs all 
the days of your Life. 

To love God with all our Heart and Soul, is the firſt 
and great Commandment z as our Saviour himſelt reach», 
eth-us, Matth. 22. 37, 38. This makes us more-eafily 
to obey all the reſt of his Commands, For if we truly 
love God, we flall be very feartul to offend him, and 
very careful ropleaſe him 1n all our ways. And then do 
we truly love Cod with all our Heart, when we ove 
him more than all other things in the World, more than 
Riches, Pleaſures, Honours, Friends, or any other En- 
joyments, yea, more than our very Lives ; ſo that we 
—__ with all, rather than loſe the favour of God, in 
which we account our happineſs chiefly ro confiſt. This 
I rake ro be the very Eflence of Religion, and 'ris thar 
withour which our Saviour tells us, we cannot be his 
Diſciples, Matth. 10. 37, 38. Bur when once we are got 
to this blefſed remper, we ſhall find it no very hard mat» 
ter rodeny our ſelves, and rake up our Croſs, and fol- 
low our Lord and Maſter both in well-doing and in pa- 
tiene ſuffering. 

Wherefore let us earneſtly beg of God by his holy Spi- 
ric ro work this love in our Hearts. And to our Prayers 
ler us add our own diligent endeavours; and eſpecially ler 
us be much in chinking of all the goodneſs and lovi 
f kindneſs of God, manifeſted to us and to all the World. 
Let us conſider what he has done for us already, both” 
for Sevl and Body, and what he has promiſed to do in 
the Life rocome. And'never let our Hearts be ar reſt, 
till chey are entirely fixed upon the ever-blefſed God as _ 
our chiefcſt pood, and only mp And let 
us earneſtly ſeek his favour chrough the Lord Jeſus, che 
Mediatour, who came into the World on ge to 

ring 
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bring us into a ſtare of Friendſhip wich God, that we 
mighr love him, and be loved of him, and live with him 
for ever in love and joy, But always. remember that 
obedience ro God, is the only ſure evidence of true (a- 
ving Love. He that loves God, will hate and abhor fin 
and wickedneſs. Let the Son pretend what love and ho- 
nour he will to his Father, he does not truly love him, 

pt he uſe all due care to pleaſe him. 

And if you dothus ſincerely love God as your Father, 
then may you CO IASIY truſt in him,- and de» 
pend upon him, which is anocher great Duty, and brings 
, grear peace and quiet to our minds, 1/2. 26. 3, 4. Whilſt 
you live in obedience to Gods commands, you have a 
ſure intereſt in his Promiſes, and may ſafely rely upon = 

Providence, for the performance of them, Where- 

re whatever your wants, your dangers,or ſufferings are, 
do notdiſtruſt the Providence of God,bur wait patiently, 
and do your own duty, and be affured, God in his good 
time, will ſuccour and relieve you, he will dire&, cone 
fort and ſtrengthen you. Let all the experience you \ 
have hitherro had of his loving kindneſs, engage you. to 
truſt in him as long as you live. And take great care, 
that you never -murmur nor repine againſt God under 
any affliftion wharever 3 when you meet with the | 
heavieſt croſſes and diſappommtments, or loſe your dear- |} | 
eſt Relations and Friends, fay with holy Fob, The Lord Þ | 
gives, and the Lord takes away, bleſſed be.the Name of th 
Lord, Beſeech God to teach you that. excellene Leſſon 
of Contentment in all Eſtates, Phil. 4. 11, 12, 13. Though 
you may be low and poor in the World, yet contr 
der, you have always cauſe to be thankful, but never atiy 
reaſon to complain, God knows what condition 1s bel 
for us, and ler us leave it to him to chuſe what we ſhall 
have, We that deſerve nothing but wrath and miſery 
ought to acknowledge the great goodneſs of God, that 
weare on this fide Hell, It #s" os the Lords mercies, tha 
we are not utterly conſumed, and that we. do enjoy any 
meaſure of comfort. Think how poor the Lord Jeſus 
was for our ſakes, who had not where to lay his Head 
and wasminiſtred ro by the ſubſtance of others; and it 
the ſame mean Condition did the Holy Apoſtles oy 
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Your low Condicion frees you from a great many ſnares 
and temprarions, and from a _” many cares and for- 
rows that rich People meer with. If you bur truly love 
God, and have a treaſure in Heaven, you are very rich, 
though you have neicher Gold nor Silver. Fear nor, bur 
God will give you and yours Food and Raimenr, and 
having that, ler us be content and thankful; Yea, let us 
put the very worſt, char we ſhould ftarve to Dearh for 
want of Bread (which nor one of a thouſand does in. 
times of Peace and Plenty) yer if out Souls be fir for 
Heaven, and carried thicher, we ſhall have no cauſe ro 
complain of the manner of our Death. I have been a 
lirtle the larger -upon this for the ſake of poor People, 
who are too apt to be diſcontent, and ro murmur at 
their Condition; though alas, they commonly bring 
themſelves into ir, or make it much worſe by their own 
careleſs and looſe lives, as was before-mentioned. 

And yer before I proceed to the Dury you owe to 
your —_ lerme ina tew words dirett you, as to 
the Worſhip of God in Prayers and Praiſes. This is a duty 
molt frequently enjoyn'd in Scripture, and prattiſed by 
all good Men, and the very Lighc of Nature may direct 
us to ir. We have daily need of God's mercy, and do 
daily taſte of ir, and therefore are w& raught to pray cou- 
tinually, and in every thing to give thanks. To God alone 
muſt we offer up our Prayers and Praifes in the Name of 

eſus Chriſt, as he himſelf reacheth us, Matth. 4. 10. 

0b, 16. 23. We muſt nor pray to Angels or Saints, nor 
make uſe of them as our Mediators, for this is the pe- 
culiar Office of Chriſt, who died for us, and is now in- 
rerceding at the right hand of God, z Tim. 2. 5. Heb. 9. 
25, Wherefore we mean, finful Creatures muſt always 
come to God in the Name of Chriſt, and for his ſake 
alone, hope for the favour -of God, the pardon of our 
Sins, the acceptance of our Perſons and Services, and the 
Salvation of our Souls. 

And our Saviour reacheth us to worſhip God in a pure 
and Spiritual manner with our Hearts and Souls, becauſe 
he is a Spirir, and ſearches the hearrs of Men, Fob. 4. 24. 

ore by no means may we make any Image or 


Piſtuxe of God, nor may we giveReligious Worlhip to 
” an 
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an Image, which is dire@ly contrary to the ſecond Com: 
mandment. Neither may we frame in our minds any 
bodily ſhape or likeneſs of God when we pray to him, 
bur muſt conceive of him as a moſt pure and glorious 
Spiric, moſt powerful, and wile, and goody, who fills the 
whole World wich his Preſence, and is always near to 
us, though not to be ſeen wich bodily Eyes; and hears ' 
our Prayers, and knows our wants, and is both able and 
willing co'help us. - 

Our Saviour hath commanded us to pray in private, 
when we are alone, Matt. 6.6. And chere he caughc his 
Diſciples how to pray,and hath given us chart moſt excel- 
lent Form, which wecall the Lord's Prayer, Our Father 
which art in Heaven, &c. which by the way, may affure 
us, that Forms of Prayer are very lawful, and the Lord's 
Prayer may both ſerve tor a Partern to dire us in all 
our Prayers, and alſo is it ſelf moſt fir ro be uſed and' 
zjoyned to our other Prayers. But ir 1s nor proper to 
uſe the Beliet and the Ten Commandments for Prayers, EF 
as the manner 15 of poor ignorant People 3 we © 
ought ofren to think of them, or rehearle them, tor the 
quickning of our Faith, and the guiding of our Lives. 

Upon all occafions, in all our troubles and diſtreſſes, 
let us be much in Prayer to God, and ſtill ſeek ro him 
for mercy and comfort, who 1s always nigh to them 
that call upon him in. truth and ſincericy. Would the 
poor Man ſeek as earneſtly to God for relict, as he does 
ro his rich Neighbour, he would find ic che ſureſt courſe 
to have his wants ſupplied. And ler us alſo frequently 
be _ up our Hearts to God in Thanksgiving and 
Praiſe, tor all his mercies and favours which he beſtows 
upon us. Thus-may even the pooreſt Man have his 
mind ofren employ'd when he is ar Work in the Shop, By” 
or inthe Field, or when he is walking in the way, or fail- i. 
ing on the Seas, which would not hinder, but furcher his .&- 
Labours, and make them more eafie and pleaſanc.But be 
ſure to ſet ſome rime apart every day for ſolemn Prayer. 

Very fit it is to begin the day with Prayer to God 
nes og ren bon; far © 
preſervation uier reſt, begging his gracious Preſence 
with us all way that we may be kept ba all ex 


__—_— | * es © AE LS wat 
eſpecially from ſin, the'worſt of all. " And ar the Ever” 
F ==> Frg hg laſt work before we btn # 
&— ; hambly ro commir our ſelves to God by Prayer, 

; 2. 1, 2. 

hw Exceeding uſcful it is for thoſe who have Families, 
, tom Morning and Evening in Prayer to God, 
in re ſome'parr of his holy Word; for which 
there are many Books 'of Devorion : and 
they have none of them, 'yer they may uſe fuch 
of the Prayers of the Church as are proper for their pur- 
e, which are to be found in the Morning and Even» 


Leh ho he God's bleſſing 
ou fit down to s n 
it, and -P bf rerurn thanks hy = 


Bur beſides our Devorions in the Family or Cloſer, our 
great Dury is to worſhip God 'in the publick Afſemblies 
of his People, which by no means we ought to forſake, 
Heb. 10. 25, Suffer not your ſelves therefore by any 
Prerences whatever to be drawn away, either by Pa- 
piſs or Sefaries, from che publick Worſhip of God, 


in the Church of England. 
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der of the day in ſporrs and idleneſs, much lefs in drink- 
ing and gaming, as too many do : bur if you have a 
Family, ler ſome ing, i 


time be ſpent with them, in in 
reading God's Word, and ſome good Book ; and ler Chil- 
Aren and Servanes be inſtrufted in -their Catechim. 
Examine them about what they have heard, that fo it 
may make them more attentive; and do you meditate 
on the ſame, that it may ſink into your Hearr,, Works of 

be done on the Lord's Day 
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theirs, and earneſtly pray for his Grace to be given 
in co their Souls. And thoſe to whom you ſtand as 
Sureties, you ought to do your utmoſt coward their good 
Education in the knowledge of God and Religion, ac- 
coding ro the Charge given you, eſpecially it the Pa- 
rents die, or prove negligent. And pray beware of a 
very wicked praQtice, which is common in ſome places, 
that after a Child is baptized, the Neighbours that are 
invifed, ſpend the reſt of the day in Rior and Drunken- 
nels; a , that even now they renounced the luſts 
of che Fleſh, Thoſe who ſtood ar the Font, and all the 
reſt, are under che ſame obligation. 
Whenever you are invited by your Miniſter to the ho- 
| ly Communion, do nor willingly nepſe the invirarion : 
bur come with a thankful Hearr to keep up the remem- 
brance of Chriſt's love in dying for finners, according to 
his expreſs Command, Lube 22. 19, Take care topre- 
e your ſelves by true repentance forall your former 
h and ſtedfaſt purpoſes by God's grace throughly to 
forſake the ſame. See thar you be in perfe&t Chariry 
with all Men, freely forgiving thoſe who have offended 
you , and ing ſatista&ion to thoſe whom you have 
offended,_ If after this, they will nor bereconciled, that's 
vt your fault, but theirs, and therefore may nor keep 
you trom the Sacramenr, Stay not away our of a Pre- 
(ce, that you want time to prepere your ſelf, For a 
conſtant holy Life is the beſt Preparation. If you are fic. 
for Prayers, you are fit for the Communion. Do nor 
Jehink char the Communion is only for rich People. The 
Souls of the poor are as precious as the rich, and as 
| much concerned in Chriſt's death; and they have az 
| much cauſe to remember it, and ſeek afrer the benefirs 
of it. If you have nec to offer at rhe Colle&ion, 


of more value, Complain not that you want Clothes, 
therefore you Ne fem te Check wad 
| jon: bur Tee. that you come in the Wedding 
| in the Goſpel, with humble, peni- 
-% Hearts, and then you will be welcome 

; at 


Chriſt's Table. For your direRion, it you 
have no Books on this SabjeR, yer read-(eriouſly the 
& 2 Office 
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Office for the Communion in the Common-Prayer, and ' 
you may find very aſiftance from ic, It's very fit | 
alſo to conſult with your Miniſter, eſpecially che firſt 
time you receive, Afure your ſelyes, 1t's a very hainous 
ſin, to live one year after another, in the of this 
Duty, and argues a very great- contempt of 
our Saviour's Authority, and of his infigite love and 
” Before I leaveſ; f your Duty to God, ler m&be 
ore I leave ing of your Duty to God, - 
ſeech you ſos] apap 2h from that common hainous 
ſn-of Swearing. A moſt ſenſleſs piece of wickedneſs, thar 
brings neither pleaſure nor profit along with it, - When 
you are called before the Magiſtrate 1n weighty Caſes, 
you oy lawfully ſwear, Heb. 6. 16, bur ta 
care to ſwear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth: for 
otherwiſe, call the True God to witneſs a Lye, and 
do even ca!l for his vengeance upon your ſelves. In 
your ordinary communication , avoid all manner of 


Creature, Matth. $5. 34. 7am. $5.12. Uſe nor ſuch Ex- 
preſſions, As you bope to be (ard, As you hope for mercy, 
with others the like , which are great Oaths, though 


ſwearing, either by the ſacred name of God, or by any | 


frequently uſed u every light occaſion, De not 
ſo Nach @s _— > careleſly mention the . holy Name 
of God or Chriſt : bur let-your inward Reverence be 
manifeſted in your ourward Expreſſions. 

And to this 1 may fitly joyn an carneſt Caution againſt 
the fin of Curfing, in which the Name of God] is often 


, when Men wiſh that God's Curſe may | 


light upon others , ſomerimes on their very Children: 
and neareſt Relations, ſomerimes on their Neighboury 
and ſomerimeson their Cartel, Some prophane wrerchs 
wiſh damnatfon to thoſe they quarret with, yea, eve 
to themſelves. And how common is.it.to hear Men it 
Neightwar,” or bidding the Der 'rake tone fade 
or Indeec 
chem{tives ſeem to be poſſeſt by him, whilſt t 
vent this Language of Hell, and do take the ready way 
ro bring all manner of Curſes, both on their own Sox 
and Bcdy, Pſal. 109. 19, 18. This wicked Cuſtc 
proceeds both trom the wam of the true fear of Go 


, 
td 
= 
WE 


| 


& 


The © briftian Monitor. 4r 


2 ; 
> | in Men's Hearts, and alſo from want of Kindneſs and 
rt ng 2 ern of which I am next to ſpeak a 
ew $. 
Ne | Nexc to the love of God above all, the loving of our 
Neighbours as our ſelyes, is the Dury of a Chriſtian, 
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filling of the Law, 
—_- « 13. 8, v7 10, Nothing more a Diſciple 
us | Of Jeſus Chriſt, than to liven love and charity withall 
Men ,* doing all the good we can to others, but doi 

en | 10 manner of evil to any, Read 1 Cor. 13. This is 
wr and ſtritly commanded inthe Goſpel, and 
_ e the very badge and charaRter of a Chriſtian, 7b. 1 3. 
| 34) 35. This makes us moſt like to our blefſed Lord 
and Maſter, who. went about continually doing ' good, 
In | Þoth tothe Souls and Bodies of Men; even © he very 
of worſt of Men, and his moſt bitter Enemies, did he ſhew 
| __ charity and kindneſs. And herein let us ſtudy to 
* like him to the utmoſt of our power. . | 
| If we have true love for all Men, we ſhall then eafily 
7s | and readily perform all thoſe Duties which we owe to 
them in the ſeveral places and relations wherein we 
ſtand : of which I muſt nor here go about to give a 
reicular account, Bur in general, Husbands and 
ives ought moſt intirely to love each other, and ſtudy 
to render one another's Lives happy here , and their 
Souls hereaf:er. For if they live in diſcord and wrath, 
+ they have an Hell upon Earth whilſt they live, and have 
reakea to expe rhe eternal rormenes of Hell when they 
die, Parents ought to love their Children, and rake due 
care of them, both as to Soul and Body : and Children 
, ought ro honour and their Paren:s, and relieve 
(= Tf Joy Ra . Maſters muſt be gentleand 
- kind toward their Servants ; and Servants be faich- 
ful and obedient to their Maſters, even to the froward 
and ſeyere; Subjefts muſt yield obedience to all the 
lawful Commands of their Rulers, and patiently ſubmic 
to whar Puniſhments they infli& ;-and upon no Prerence 
whatever , they rebel againſt them : for it is moſt 
( idden in Scrip:ure, and damnation threar- 
to thoſe thar are guilty, Rom. 13. 1, 2. And com- 
F "of monly 
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monly Treaſon and Rebellion, bring nothing but ruin and 
miſery in this World, as well as the next. The 
Peop'e ought ro eſteem and love their Miniſters, to fol- 
Jow their godly Admogicions and Examples, and afford 
them due Mainterance. 

In brief, __—_ abſtain from doing any in- 
y on 5x,008. jony der what or condition ſoever, cither 

m or Body, his Eſtate or good Name : but muſt 
Spy a= 
ing to our ability Y. y 
we are to ſhew, tht we love our Neighbours as our 
ſelves, by dealing with all Men ſo truly and juſtly, ſo 
— kindly, as we defire to be dealt with our” 
ſelves. is 1s the great Rule of the Goſpel, Matt. 9. 12. 
And by this Rule . ought we to govern our ſelves in all 
our carriage toward both in buying and felling, 
and in our whole Converſation, This. is a very plain 
and cafie Rule ro walk by, and is moſt juſt and equal, 
and very. l:rge andcoa;preherfive; ſo that if a Man will 
korcſtly and faithfully atrend to it, he need not go far 
ro ſeek for diretion how to behave himſelſ in moſt 
Caſes, char may happen betwixt him and his Neighbour, 
Would I be reviied and flandered, cheated and cozened, 
beaten and hurt, or any other way abus'd ? if nor, then 
let me not uſe another at this rate. Would I be deſpis'd 
or derided for my faults, or for my poverty and miſ- 
torrune? Would I nor rather in reaſon deſire to be 
kindly inſtructed, affiſted, and relieved 2 Thus then, ler 
me deal wich my Neighbour, and according to my power, 
with meekneſs and true kindneſs, inſtru& rhe 
reclaim the vicious and erroneous, comfort the fad, re-" 
lieve the oppreſſed, feed the hungry, and clothe the na- 
ked, Even thoſe that are of a mean condition, muſt be 
ready to heip ſuch, az are in greater want than them- 
ſelves. The Man that lives by his Labour, is not wholly 
_ excuſed from Works of Charity, Eph. 4. 28. The W- 
dow's Mite is very acceptable to God ; and a cup of cold 
water ſhall nor loſe it's reward, A wihng conionaye 
mind-it is thar-God chiefly looks ar, and for, and 
this the pooreſt may have, if ir be not their own 
faule. . 
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©** *And' our Charity and Kindneſs is not only to be ſhewn 


to our Friends, but ro our very Enemies themſelves. We 
may not renderevil for evil, bur muſt ſudy ro overcome 


'* evil by doing of good. If another ſtrike us, we may not 


ike again; if he rail upon us, andrevile ns, 'we muſt 


- not return the fame ill Language, bur*eirher by filence, 


wers endexyour to appeaſe his 
Rule is not , to deal with others, as 
bur as 1 Y reaſon defire to be dear 


d 


Fo 
71 
FL 
> 
Z 


Z 
: 
: 


me an injury, I muſt not be judge in my own 
nor take ' upon me to revenge it, bur in weighry 
= *o btinaghns pray for relief. But upon 


red m our Hears any » though never 0 
"wicked , our enemy : but we muſt 
piry h that God would give him 


to find mercy' with 
ven, we muſt 
thar offend us, as' we-learn from the Lord's 


er /many nioſt plain places of Scripture. See 
Jn" 4,” Matth, en to rhe end. Row. 12. 
meekneſs and gentle- 
do any thi 


will nor excuſe mine, If - 


your ſclyes to ſhame and 
well as that to- come. way 
\ to be very diligent in your lawful Calling, Wwe 
* » dire jn that place before named, Eph. 4- 28.' It you 
are not able to work, it's lawful ro-beg,.;; Bur by-no 
means berake your ſelves to this lazy, le Life 
of | bepging, if you are able to fubſiſt- by any other 
whul courſe. He that will not work when 
arc ron, (dee om EE 
ve, you may r your 
Charity. - Bur do not — bor» - 
rowing what you know you are never like to: pay 
is. dowright cheating. Rather deal plainly, = 
known your Neceftities, If you! eaſt mo 
do your duty, he = oy rake care of you 5nd 
you may be in ſtrairs ſometimes, yer y— 
a ſupply. And to Rn oe your, Peay 
cially, warn Lgarts que 
whi rings bor both this and many 
miſchiets along. with it, She be ante bu 
deed, b bnders, every thing thar Gar's goon, 
into all manger boch of ng ard goo, 
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filthy Diſcourſes, or in any wanten carriage and.behavi- 
our, For the preventing of all wickeiags 6 this kind 
God hath allowed Marriage, which is ſaid tro be honou- 
' rable in all, but Whoremongers and Adulrerers God 
will judge, Heb. 13. 4- Wherefore let them who are 
in- that ſtate keep firiftly true © their Marriage-Yow : 
and all both Married and Single preſerve both Body and 
Soul fo chaſt and pure that the holy Spicit of God may 
now dwell in their hearts, and they may be fir rodwell 
forever in the preſence of the moſt holy God. 

; And thus I have briefly given you an account where- 
in-conſiſts that holineſs of life, to which all Chriſtians 

abliged by the Precepts of our Blefled Saviour, and 
by-cheir Bapriſmal Vow, which binds them to keep his 
Precep:s andco follow his Example, who himſelf lived 


deny wngodlingſs and a nero and live ſoberly, righe 


trenſly and pionſly in the wirld. Tit. 2. 11, 12+ 
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ir earneſtly , and improve ir diligently, And though 
may ar im ng is leaving ns fi 
yet by degrees it will grow eaſie, and you will 
- nothing ſo ſweet and pleaſant as Religion and | 
errue, " 
And do nor, I beſeech you, fancy that it is not fer Poor | 


People to think of being ſo Religious and godly; that 
is is only for the Rich, who have lictle ele" to do. 
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May you nor 

hank 

his Name , &c. 

much berrer way to keep you from 

Or t: help you out of it ? Is [ir normuch cheap» 


er to live ſoberly and honeſtly, than co live in 
and wheredom and tuch hke waſtful fins? Does it noe 


ir not 
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perience ſhows that ir''s 
it that makes Men 
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The Chriffian Monitor. 47 
wholly given up to per and adorn his Carcaſe. 
Ler me hides on againſt rwo or three 
rous miſtakes that harclen many Men in their ſms, Be 
"ware of thinking that it's enough for a Man to be bapti- 
zed and keep his Church, and goto $ and Sermons, 
and ſomerimes ro the Communion, and fay his Pray 
in private, thar this is enough to prove hiw-e nnd 
Chriſtian and make ſure of Salvation, All this is very 
ood, bur this will not ſerve rurn , except our hearts 
ſo thorowly ſan Rified by the Grace of - God that we 
do love God above all, and ſer our hearrs on the 
joyes of Heaven, and love uur Neighbours, and be trye 
and juſt in our dealings, Temperate and Chaſt in our 
Converſation, as is e deſcribed. And this is the 


we ſhall be rather worſe than berter for them. Mate, 
J 21, 22, 23 
Be not ſo weak as to think you may be ſaved by a goed 


ruſting 
without obedienceto his Commands. Ir is for Chriſt's 


ly truſt in God's promiſes, burthen ler us ſeero perform 
conditions, and become ſuch an humble, holy people, 
as he bas promiſed for Chriſt's fake ro own and fave. 
Take heed alſo of miſtaking the nature of Repen- 
rance, as if ir were only being a lictle _ for our ſims, 
and crying to God for mercy, and then all will be well, 
he, on ſtill pomp old ways. Bur this is2 


till he forfakes his fin 
the 
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And- laſtly, Do not- think ir enough to forſake forme 
ſms and keep others ; to do ſome duties and neg- 
then excuſe your ſelves by ſaying ir 15 
wr ailing. Every Man has bis failing, and this is mine, 
d and the Whoremonger, -and (o ſays 
Man when he ſwears-or curſes, or gives bad 
Language, Bur ſuch fins as are commirred againſt khow- 
ledge and Conſcience, and continued from time to time, 
when we have leiſure to think beforchand and prevent 
them, theſe are -to be reckoned as wilful fins, not as 
failings. Eſpecially ſuch groſs fins as Drunkennefs, 
» common Swearing or Lying and the like, 
are not te be reckoned as failings. Indeed whatever 
fin.a Man loves and pleads for allows himſelf in, - 
not a meer infirmicy hur a wilful cranſgreſſion, 
00 Men lanes al 1m as he does ficknefs, — 
and watches and prays againſt ic. He hates every falſe 
, and has a & to all God's Commands. A true 
Chriſtian muſt be an entirely good Man, all of a piece, 
A great matter I find it is with many people, that 
OI Sy andy, MC malice in 
their heart, and they think t in good 
condition God-ward. But though this is one good parc 
of our dury, yet it is but a parte, We muſt alſo ſee 
thar we do not wrong Almighty God and our own Souls 
by our hearts chiefly on this World, by neg- 
Je&ing lus Worſhip and Service, by living in excels or 
uncleanneſs or any other known fin. We muſt be both 
pious toward God, loyal to our Prince, juſt and cha- 
ritable ro our , humble and ſober, every way 
indeed Ne ta ve will ve our! ſelves to "ou 
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in diſpute with your ſelves , w 


folve upon it, look over the Arguments before 
ht dos ons reader them 16" your mind z and then 
certainly you c:nnot bur own, that I perſwade you to 
nothing , bur what is very juſt and reaſonable , and 
wg 4 Lt rg pee » And if you 
are convinced of this, then forthwich to this 
ious Reſolurion, withour trifling or delaying. =_ 


_ the ſafer ir 15, and the 
you, nor go on in ſin ar preſent, og 
that you'l repent yy when you are 
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nothing like yours, that have joy'd the offers * 
of and mercy. If 2 preſent rime 


what means you may render it firm and 
laſting, and may be beſt enabled to perform the ſame, . 


There your 
Bapriſmal Yow, Dedicare and give up your {elf to on 
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| the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt; renouncing the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, and all thoſe 
wicked ways they would draw yen to, more eſpecially 
thoſe fins, which you have been formally guilty 
of: Henceforth , Jet the Lord Jeſus that. bought you 
with his Blood, be taken for your only Lord and Ma- 
ſter, ro govern you by his Spirit, and by his Laws, as 
ever — org re faved by his Death and 
Reſurreftion. And uſe frequently ro think of this ſo- 
lemn Engagement , after you have made it : that it 
may have due force upon you , when you are tempt- 
ed to m_— ay wicked praice.- Often repear 
the ſame berwixe and your own Scyl ; and ecſpe- 
cially renew it by attendance on the Holy 
Communion, there ſeeking for grace and ſtrength from 
God, to in his holy ways fiedfaſtly and conſtantly. 


(2 ) But*thar brings me to a ſecbnd DireRion, that 
you ſhould zor refolye upon all this, in a a' confidence 
of your own ſtrength, but in the moſt humble _ 
dance on the grace of God, which he is ever willing 
to beſtow on fuch as ſeek it earneſtly .in the way he 

has appointed, by a due attendance on the means bf 
«Grace, the Word, Prayer , and Sacraments. Where- 
fore, as you have opportunity , artend carefully to 
the reading and hearing of his Word, and bide e.» 
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ven you through 
ron for you , 
le and devour Su 
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” a, then eſpecially 
Cn Gee. ad your 
(3) To your Prayers , add conſtant watchfulneſs 


over your 
panies, Watch over your themiclves , and 
over your wcrds and ator. is ever watch» 
ing to deceive us , and there are many wa 
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at allrimes, and in all places andcom- ' 


=. LS A > a on as a 


bu WU TO TT ee LE EE Caeend 


ME Ne 


ep rien 


ra Þ 
ll 58h - 


ELLELD 


S] 
'S 
S 
L 
& 
Z 
zag 
71 


- 
£ 
F 
E 
: 
4 
2 | 
K" 
£ 


Tc. 
"x, 7% 


the whole World, and loſe bis own Soul? 
a Man give in exchange fot bis Soul 


to hear his'Sermons in publick; but 
from him in private, -and open to him the ſtare 
of your ro 


caſe 

, ſo far as may enable him give ſuch 

This eſpecily yonoughe © 0b, whea you feſt ina 

ou to do, w ou 
entrance upon an Holy Life, and do firſt addreſs'your 
ſelf ro the Holy Communien ; or when - you are under 
any great doubts, and trouble of mind; and are vexed 
with fore remprarions., either of one-ſorr or ether; 
or when you are ſet upon by ſuch as would draw 
'-awa 


you y from our Church , either to P 4 or 
_ SeR'- amongſt” us,” Then -preſetitly be- 
fa 
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will to give attendance to the meaneſ? = 
their' People, that” ſhall | ſelves +0 Hm. for 
Advice and Comfort , will be 'glad- of all: 4 
runities to ws rn - Intereſt 'of 

Saviour, good .of precious Souls committed” to 
And thus have T as plaigly, -and as fully as T well could 
ſo little" room ,* di you-\in thar holy way 
which leads ro. erervial' 3. and «have 'ſhewn*you 
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Peel the New Toſs 


1 ſhall referr you only to. that 
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ily I wiſh, that every poor Family in the 
furniſhed with- one of thoſe Books, to- 
ther with a Bible and Common Prayer Book, which 
all be | for much leſs chan five Shil- 
therefore it's great pity they ſhould be 
e wanting. Though alas, I know, there 
Families of poor People , where none of 
can read, and ſo Books to them are uſeleſs. 
Chariry therefore ir would be, for rich Land- 
and Gentlemen, to ſee thar the Children of 
their Tenants and Neighbours, be pur our to 
School ; and then to beſtow ar leaſt, Bibles upon 
them, that the knowledge -of God, and Religion may 
be po amongſt chem 5 which d make 
greatly. for the good and welfare both of Church 
and Stare, For though Brain-ſick Opinions and falſe 
principles may make Men proud and head-ſtrong, and 
troubleſome to their Governours, yer ſolid Know- 
Borg ſmcere —_— Vn _ Men humble 
and peaccable ; obedient to - 
ſtrates and Miniſters , full of Charicy to their Neck 
bours, and ready to every good Work, And I am 
ſure, an 1 e of this truly Religious Temper , 
would be one of the greateſt _— that can be 
| beſtow'd upon this Earth, and would ſettle King- 
doms and rches, Towns and Families in Peace 8 
and Concord, which almoſt every where are divided | 
; _- themſelves, as well as againſt one another : 
And by ſuch bleſſed effefs of true Religion, ſome- 
. thing of Heaven would -be brought down upon 
Ear.h, and our Souls would be well ficted for Hea- 
ven, when we are called off from this Earth , into ; 
thoſe happy Regions above , where there is nothi | 
elſe bur Peace and Holineſs, and Love and Joy. A 
may it ple:ſe God to bleſs theſe plain and ſhort In- | 
ftrutions for the cnlighrning of any minds. wi h that 
Widen from abrut, which — pure and a 
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then ſhall 1 -obrain my Deſign, and have great 
co be thankful, And thee the Reader joyn wikh 7 
me in theſe Wiſhes; I have -annexed hereto a | 

ol br” abt ligne can > Gage 

will bur ro 

—_ Prayers , - 7 his _ nor _ 
in vain, through the Grace Bleſſing 

mi God, from whom comes every 


ev 
Gift, ro whom be given all 
Glory , both now and for ever. Amen. 
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PRAYER) 


Chiefly for the aſſiſtance of God's 


grace, in order to the leadmg 


4 +» an Holy Life. 


O Moſt boly , and eur bliſſes Lird God , I do humbly 
caſt down my ſelf brſore thee , ac tdging and 
lamenting . my own ſinfulneſs, and earneſtly begging thy 
grace and mercy through the Lord Jeſus , ow only 
Mediatour and Advocate. 1 confeſs, O God, I ama 


"vile ſianer , polluted from the very Womb : but ſince 


IT came to the wſe of my Reaſon, IT have defiled my ſelj 
with many wilſal and bainous tranſgreſſions, 1 have 
ſadly neglefied thy Service, and diſhonoured thy Name, 
and has bien greatly wanting in toeſe. Duties which 
1 owe-to thee my God , to -my Nig , and to my 
own Soul ;. and have not lived in ſuch a godly , rights- 
aus,. charitable and ſober manner, as I oxght to bave done : 
But have often afied contrary to my own Reaſon and 
Conſcience , and to the plain Precepts of thy Ward , and. 
contrary to my own Promiſes and Vows , for bitter Obe- 
dianct, O Lord, give me 4 clear fight of my fins, and 
ſuch a deep ſenſe of the evil of ” ways , that. my Heart 
L 2 


my 


” $6 A Prayer. 

| may be truly bumbled , and broken in the remembrance 
thereof. And for the Lord Feſus ſake, who died” for Sin- 
ers.,. be merciful to me, O Father of Mercies , pardon 
all my Iniquities , and let. them not be remembred againſt 
int to my Condemnation , either in this World , or that 
fo come, Nor us it only Pardon that I beg, but mo 
earneſtly F beſeech thee by thy Holy Spirit , to ſantti 
me both in Body and Soul , that being made purt and holy 
in Heart and Life, I may ſerue. thee diligently al my 
days on Earth , and ſo may enjoy thee for ever in Hea- 
wen, I am fully cornnced,, that it is both my duty and 
wy happineſs to fear and ſerve thee, the great and glo- 
riows God, who baſt made me and redeemed me, and hi- 
therto graciouſly preſerved me. I achnowledge thy Str- 
wice to be perfect freedom , and all thy Laws to be boly, 
Juſt and good. Wherefore I deſire utterly to renounce and 
forſake every Foil way, and moſt entirely devote my ſelf 
ro ſerve and a thee im newheſs of Life. But thou, 
O Lord, knoweſt the weakneſj and corruption of my 


Nature ; and how by evil cuſtoms, 1 bave made my ſolf 


more prone to fin, more bachward to that which is 
good.” O do thou throughly change my Nature by thy 
Grace , that. T may hate and abhor all wickedniſs , and 
Taks delight in the ways of Pitty and Holineſs. Ltt no 
aumortified luſt remain in my Soul : but do thou purifie and 
cleanſe me from Pride and Conttouſneſs , from Envy and 
lice, and from all impure and fenſual affeftions and 
efrres , and enrich me with all the Grades of thy boly 
Spirit. Give me ſuch a clear knowledge of thy infinite 
goodniſs, and of all thy glorious perfettions, that I may 
ever humbly admire and adore thie , and love thee with 
all my Heart and Soul, and cleave to thee as my only 
portion , preferring thy favour before all "the enjoyments of 
#his World, Help me always firmly to"truſt in thee, and 
Freely to lexve all my Aﬀairs to thy wiſe and gracious 
Providence , abſolutely re figning my Will to thy boly Will 
in all things. Make me truly thankful for all. thy mer- 
cits, and patient under afftittions. By thy teaching, let me 
earn to be content jn all Eſtates and Conditions, And 
cod God , ſuſfer me wt in the greateſt difficulties and 


Rangers, 


beſtech . thee to give me an | 
». What thou ſeeſt moſt convenient for me. Give me ſuch « 
on 


private. Fill me with ſuch love" to my Bleſſed Sas 
uiow', and with ſuch thankfulneſs for bis love tn Hying 
for Sinurrs , that I may go with more delight to the 
Holy Communion , ſor the good of my Soul, than to the 
richeſt Feaſt that is made ſor my Body. 

Help me , O God, to ſhew my love to thy bleſſed Sthf 
by true love and charity to my Neighbours: mT 
traftable and obedient to my Gouernours , both in. Church 
and State , peactable and gentle toward all Men, dating 
with them ſo juſtly and truly, as 1 my ſelf dafrre to be 
dealt with. _ me tender and compaſſionate , and 
ready to do all the good I can to others : and let thy 
Grace enable me freely to forgive thoſe that do evil to 
yt m, as I my ſelf hope jor mercy and forgiveneſs from 

” thee, my God. And belp me always to live ſoberly and 

. temperately, purely and chaſtly- in Heart and Life 5 and 
with great —_ and humility in the ſenſt of my own 
wmwortbineſs and maniſold imperfeftions. 

O Lond , grant that my Heart may be filld with 
earneſt longings and deſires after thoſe Grafes , which 

now with my F- I pray for : and help me to fhew my 
fneerity , by diligent endeavours, daily to grow in all 
+ Grace and goodneſs, and to perfef® Holineſs in thy Fear, 

Make me watchſul over my ſelf, and all my ways , that 
| I may carefully avoid all occaſions of fin, and may check 
the frſt motions thereto in my own Heart, Keep me 
alw.ys deeply ſenſible of thy Preſence , that I may walk 
8) bunbly with thee, my God, and approve my ſelf to thee 

in well-doing. Wian my Heart from all things bere bes 

low , and preprre me for my departure hence , into a bitten 

World, Help me always to live in ſuch a religious and holy 

manner, as will be moſt for my comfort at Death and Judg« 

nent, Strengthon 1my Belief of the precious Promiſes, aud 
cnatfl Threaings of the Gel, nd a this Gab 
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” Neither do I pray for my ſelf alons, but for all Man- 
kind , beſerching the to ſeud the Light of thy Goſpel 
into all the dark Corners of the Earth, and grant, that \þ 
they who do enjoy it , may walk. in all. boly obedience _ Þ, 
thereto. Be. merciſul to theſt Kingdoms , pardan -our- ſins, | 
and rrſorm. us from them. Metal all our diviſions, cont .F. 
we or mercies ,. aud make ns truly thankful for than, 
Bleſs the King's Majeſty , with the Royal Family , and 
all-thoſt that are in a:thority under bim, and grant to 
wes and all bis Subjefts, graces to lead quitt and pract» 
able Lives , in all godlineſs axd honeſty. Bleſs the Mi- 
nifters of thy holy Word and Sacraments , and make them 
wery diligent , . aud wry ſucceſsful in their . Endrauaurs-; 
, Hhlp vs to bring forth ſuch Fruit. from __— 
we myjoy , that thy Goſpel and the. Ordinancts t May 
he continued tous, and to the\ Gmerations after us. Shew 


all to live-in the ſear and love of thee owr God, andin | FA 

peace and charity one with another. Lit thy bleſſing | 
p_m_ be with me thy zaorworthy Servant , now 

all times, at. my deww-lfing and op-riſng, in © 
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